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Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church
= BASIC BIBLE STORIES =

Lesson 3

Baby Moses
Objects to have: 
Old bicycle tire, old shoe, old boot, weed, etc.

A basket (or chalk or crayon to draw a basket on the board or on paper).

Some teachers might want to have a doll wrapped in blankets in the basket.

Your Bible.
Introducing the lesson:  
Have you ever been fishing?  Did you catch any fish?  Sometimes when people go fishing, they catch things other than fish.  Sometimes they pull out of the water (as you talk, pull out of a box or bag the objects that you have brought) old bicycle tires, old shoes, old boots, weeds and other things.  One day a lady pulled out of the water the most unusual object.  Our Bible tells about this.
Telling the story:  
The lady was a princess; her daddy was the king of the country of Egypt.  The princess went for a walk one day with a few other young ladies.  She was going down to the river to bathe.  The other ladies were walking around the river’s edge.  Near where they were walking, the princess noticed something in the tall weeds growing out of the water.  She wondered what the thing was.  The princess said to one of the maidens, “Look at that in the weeds over there.  It looks like a toy boat with a cover on it.  Bring it to me.”
The maiden went to where the princess was pointing.  Sure enough, there in the weeds was something that looked like a toy Egyptian boat.  She reached over into the weeds.  (Suit your actions to the words.)  She put her arms under it and brought it up out of the water.  Oh, it was kind of heavy.  There must have been something inside the basket.
The maiden handed the basket, which could also be called an ark, to the princess.  The princess opened the ark and looked inside. There was a baby inside, and he was crying!  I’m sure the princess and her maidens were surprised!   A baby was inside that ark!  The prettiest baby that you ever saw!!  As soon as the princess saw this baby, she knew what kind of baby it was.  “This is an Israelite baby,” she said to the maids.  Oh, that baby was in danger!  I’ll tell you what happened before the princess found this baby and why the baby was in danger!  
(Slowly put down the basket in front of you.  Tell the class:)  An Israelite baby boy wasn’t supposed to be allowed to live.  All the Israelite baby boys were supposed to be thrown into the river to drown or  be eaten by the crocodiles that lived in the river.  The king had said that this should be done.  A king ordered babies to be killed!  This king did not trust God; he was a wicked king.  
In one part of the country of Egypt lived the Israelite people.  The Israelite people were God’s people; anybody who trusts God belongs in His family.  The Israelite people knew God and were told by God how to live their lives. 
The king of Egypt looked at these people living in the land of Goshen in Egypt and said, “The Israelite people are getting to be such a big group of people.  In fact, there are more of them than there are Egyptians.  Some day they might fight against us.  Because there are so many of them, they’ll win the war.  We’ll treat them so mean that they’ll start dying.  If we treat them real mean, they’ll be unhappy; they won’t want to get married when they get old enough to marry, and then there won’t be any more babies born.  Soon there won’t be so many Israelite people in Egypt.

There were men sent from the king to collect a lot of money from the Israelites.  This would make them poor and unhappy, the king thought.  Then he had men start to treat the Israelites like slaves.  The only jobs the Israelites could get were working in big gangs of men building and working in the fields.  The bosses on these jobs were Egyptian men.  They were mean to them on the job.  Even though the Israelites were poor and had to work so hard, still there came to be more and more of them.
One day the king thought, “How many Israelites are there now?  We’ve made their lives so bad and treated them so mean that I imagine there aren’t so many of them now.  Let’s count and see.”  People who were called census takers went from house to house in the Israelite section of Egypt and found that instead of fewer Israelites there were more of them.  God was watching over them and caring for them.  
The wicked king thought up a new plan.  He said, “Send out a command to the lady doctors that take care of new babies and their mommies.  Tell those lady doctors to come to the palace to see me.”
Two of the lady doctors came.  The Pharaoh commanded them:  “Whenever an Israelite mother has a baby boy, you take the baby and throw him into the river.  Don’t let him live.”  The lady doctors listened to the Pharaoh and they left the palace.  Secretly, however, they decided that they could not obey the king.  They said, “ God would not want us to do this awful thing.”  But, they didn’t say that to the king!  Because they wanted to do what God wanted them to do, God did nice things for them.
One day a little Israelite boy and his sister were so excited!  There was a new baby born in their house.  He was the cutest baby that anybody had ever seen.  He seemed to be extra special.  But the mother and daddy were a little worried instead of being happy about the new baby boy.  “We’ll have to hide this baby boy,” they said. “Aaron and Miriam, this is a family secret.  Don’t you tell anybody about our new baby boy.  If anybody knows about him, the Egyptian soldiers will come and take him away, and they’ll throw him into the river.”
It was going to be so hard not to tell their friends about this new baby!  He was so cute, and they were so excited about having him in their home.  But, they didn’t tell.  The Bible tells us that the baby was kept hidden for three months.
One day the mother decided that the baby couldn’t be kept hidden any longer.  He was getting bigger; his cry was getting louder.
The mother got busy.  She made a basket.  The basket was made of bulrushes—bulrushes are long weeds that grow in the water.  She made the basket to look like an Egyptian boat—an ark, they called it.  She took this little ark and its cover and painted it with tar cement.  Then she put in some blankets and made it soft and comfortable.  She laid the baby in it and put on the lid.  She carried the little ark to the river—not to throw the baby into the water, but to very carefully lay the ark in the tall weeds at the edge of the water. 
Miriam, the baby’s sister, hid in the weeds a little way away from the little ark.  She was going to watch over it.  Somebody else was watching over it and had been watching over His people all along.  It was God Who was watching.  God loves His people, and He watches over them.  He loves us, too, and watches over us.
It was then that the Egyptian princess and her maids came down to the river.  When the princess got the baby from the water, Miriam came to her right away and asked her if she would like to have a lady to take care of the baby.  The princess told her she would.  I think that Miriam ran home as fast as she could run!  She told her mother, “The princess found the baby; she didn’t throw him into the river.  The princess wants you to come and get baby brother and take him home to care for him!”
So it was that the baby’s own mother could care for her own baby boy.  She was so happy to take him home to take care of him for the princess.  When he got bigger, the child’s mother took him to the palace.  The princess called the baby her own son and named him Moses.  She gave him the name “Moses” because she had taken him out of the water. 
LEARN OUR BIBLE VERSE: Hebrews 11:23, “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents...they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.”

