Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church
=EVENTS FROM GENESIS=

Lesson 16

Jacob's Backsliding

Objects to have:

A picture of a large rock (to stand for Bethel)

A large, white heart

Have a black heart that would fit over the white heart, but have the black heart cut into three pieces so that the white heart can be gradually covered by the black heart

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

Remember Jacob?  Jacob had to leave home.  Why?  Yes, because he had tricked his brother Esau and his father Isaac.  Because of the trickery, Esau was angry enough with Jacob to kill him.  Jacob's mother Rebekah knew about Esau's wanting to kill Jacob; therefore, she insisted that Jacob leave home.

Jacob's mother Rebekah hurried to Jacob's father Isaac.  Rebekah said to Isaac, “It is time for Jacob to find a wife.  He needs to leave home to go find a wife.  He needs to get married to a young lady.”

Isaac said, “Yes, I agree.”  Isaac called for Jacob.  He said to Jacob, “Go see your Uncle Laban.”

Jacob hurried away from his home.  Children, do you remember what happened to Jacob while he was on his way to his uncle's house?  Where did he sleep that night?  What did he see in the dream which God gave him?  (If the children are ready to respond immediately, call on different ones to give you the answers to your questions; if they are not, then you answer the questions.)

Jacob was so thrilled that God Himself had spoken to him!  Jacob set up the rock (put the rock on the board), and called it an altar.  There Jacob kneeled and trusted Jesus as his Saviour.  He got saved that day after he had heard God speaking to him.

Jacob named that place Bethel.  Bethel was the same as saying the House of God.  Jacob had learned that God would be anywhere His people were.

After God promised Jacob that He would be with him and take care of him, Jacob made three promises to God.  Jacob said, “Dear Lord, I will promise that You will always be my God.”  The second thing Jacob promised God was this: “I will always remember this place.  I will remember that here You talked with me, dear Lord, and that I am making these promises to You.  I will always remember Bethel.”  The third thing that he promised was this:  “I will always give back to You one-tenth of everything that I get.”

Telling the story:

I wonder how well Jacob kept his promises to God.  We will see as we tell more about the story of Jacob today.  (Pick up your Bible that is open to Genesis 35.)  Our story is found in the book of Genesis in the Bible—the first book of the Bible.  Some of the story is found in chapter 35 of the book of Genesis.

(Put down your Bible.)  Jacob continued on his journey to his uncle's house.  Do you remember what he was supposed to do when he got to his uncle's house?  Yes, he was commanded by his parents to choose a wife.  “A wife” is “one wife.”  After Jacob would get a wife, he planned to go back home.  He had prayed that God would allow him to go back home without any fussing or fighting.
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Jacob traveled on.  After a while he saw in the distance a well.  Beside the well were some groups of sheep.  There were three groups of sheep lying by the well.  These flocks of sheep were waiting for someone to lead them to the well and to give them a drink of water.  It was the kind of well where the animals drank.  There were other wells in the land; they were wells where ladies got water to take back home for cooking and washing and drinking.

With the sheep by the well were some young men; these young men were shepherds.  Jacob asked the young men, “Where is your home?”  They told him where they lived.  Jacob asked, “Do you know Laban?  He lives near you.”  The young men told him that they knew Laban.

Then the young men said, “Look, Laban's daughter is coming with his sheep now.  One of his daughters, Rachel, takes care of his sheep.”

When Jacob saw Rachel, Jacob went and lifted the stone from the top of the well.  He then led the sheep that Rachel had brought, to the well.  While Jacob was doing this, he was feeling so excited and so happy.  After his long, hard journey, he was finally seeing someone from his Uncle Laban's house.  He thought, “Rachel is a beautiful young lady.”

After the sheep had drunk all the water that they wanted, then Jacob told Rachel who he was.  Rachel ran from the well to tell her father that this young man Jacob was at the well.

I wondered, while I was reading this story from the Bible, if Jacob was still remembering Bethel.  (Point to the rock on the board.)  I wondered if Jacob was remembering the promises that he had made to God.  I wondered if he was remembering the wonderful dream that God had showed him, and if he remembered the voice of God asking Jacob to trust Him.  I wondered if Jacob was remembering that he had told God he would trust Him and that he would always serve Him.  While I tell you more of the story, you decide whether Jacob was remembering Bethel.

Rachel got home.  “Father, Father, you will never guess who is at the well where the sheep drink.”  Rachel told Laban, her father, all about seeing Jacob at the well, how he led the sheep to drink after he had lifted the cover from the well, and that he was Isaac's son.

Uncle Laban ran out of his house, ran to the well where Jacob was waiting, and ran up to Jacob.  He grabbed Jacob and hugged him real hard, and gave him a kiss and then asked Jacob to come up to his house.  There at the house Jacob talked with Laban.  Jacob asked Laban if he might live with him because his mother and father had sent him to his house.  Laban said, “Of course!  You are part of my family.”

Jacob stayed in his uncle's house and worked for him.  Jacob was waiting for the time that he could ask Laban if he could marry one of his daughters.  Of course, Jacob had chosen the daughter that he wanted to marry.  He wanted to marry the younger daughter Rachel.  He did not want to marry the older daughter Leah.

Finally one day Laban said to Jacob, “It is not right that you work for me and I not pay you anything.  How much would you like to have me pay you for the work that you do for me?”

Here was his chance!  Jacob asked Laban if he might marry Rachel.  Laban said, “Of course, Jacob.  I would rather that Rachel marry you than anybody else.”  It was decided that Jacob would work seven years and that then he could have Rachel for his wife.

In Laban's house were some strange things to Jacob.  There were little statues in Laban's house.  Do you know what these statues were?  Rachel and others bowed down to these statues; they prayed to these idols!  Jacob should be careful; he should not want to marry someone who would not trust Jesus as her Saviour.  Anybody who loves Jesus should not marry anyone who does not love Jesus.
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I think that Jacob was forgetting Bethel.  He was forgetting that he said that God would always be his God.  How could Jacob be completely true to God when he wanted to marry someone who worshiped idols?  (Put a black piece on the white heart.)

Those seven years went so quickly because Jacob was thinking about the day when he could marry Rachel.  The wedding day came!  And Jacob got the wrong wife!  He got Leah for his wife.  Jacob went to Laban and complained that he had gotten the wrong wife.  Laban had a suggestion to make, “You may also have Rachel for your wife.”  Jacob agreed to take the second wife.  (Put the second piece of black over a section of the white heart.)  Jacob was forgetting Bethel; he was forgetting to do God's way.  God's way is that nobody have more than one wife or more than one husband.

Jacob was deciding that he ought to leave his uncle's house with his family.  Jacob did not go right away, however, back to Bethel.  He stayed many more years with Laban.  Finally the day came when Jacob decided to leave.  Jacob and all his family, his wives and his children, packed their suitcases, and they left.  Jacob must have finally been going back to Bethel.

What was Jacob doing?  He was stopping his travels, and he was giving a man some money.  He was buying some land.  Jacob had not gone to Bethel yet!  That meant that Jacob was stopping to live there for awhile.  (Put the third black piece on the white heart.)  God wanted him back at Bethel; Jacob should have gotten right back there.  Look at what has happened to Jacob's heart.  It had been washed clean from sins, then there were so many unconfessed sins in it, that it did not look like a Christian's heart anymore.

Finally, one day, Jacob listened to God.  God spoke very plainly to Jacob, “Get back to Bethel, Jacob.  You have gone far enough into sin.  You get back there now.”

Jacob finally obeyed God.  Jacob went back to Bethel.  There at Bethel Jacob remembered his first meeting with God.  Jacob remembered his promises to God.  Jacob confessed his sins.  Of course, God forgave him and washed his heart clean again (take the black away from the white heart).  If only Jacob had remembered through all the years the promises that he had made to God!

Children, when you make a promise to God, don't ever forget it.  I know that you want Jesus to have His way in your life, because there is no other good way!

After Jacob and all his family stayed at Bethel for a while, then they all journeyed on.  The day came when Jacob and Esau met.  They hugged and kissed each other, and everything was all right between them.
