
-  -


Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

= BASIC BIBLE STORIES =

Lesson 11

Daniel in the Lions’ Den TC "DANIEL IN THE LIONS DEN" \l 1 
Objects to have: 

Pen and a blank sheet of paper

A rolled-up sheet of paper on which you have printed the law copied from Daniel 6:7

Your Bible.
Introducing the lesson:  

I’d like for you to act out something with me.  (Choose a youngster to come to the front with you.)  Let’s see if we can walk like somebody who is very sad, and crying.  (Do it.)  Very good.  You may sit down.  (Choose someone else.) Now let’s walk like somebody who is very happy.  Very good.  You may sit down. (Choose someone else.)  You walk with me like someone who is angry.  Very good. You may sit down.  (Choose someone else.)  You walk with me like someone who is being very nice to others.  Very good.  You may sit down.  (Choose someone else.)  You walk with me like someone who is very proud.  (Teacher, you may discuss each action from the standpoint of how each emotion makes us act.)  Very good.  You may sit down.

King Darius acted like a very proud king.  In our story today he is the new king over Babylon.  Daniel is now an old man.  Remember that Daniel decided to do always just as the Lord wanted him to do?  Do you think that Daniel ever once changed his mind about doing the right thing?  We’ll find out in our story today. 

Telling the story:  

(Take up your paper and pen.)

King Darius decided that he needed a lot of important men to help him run the country.  He needed some princes, and he needed some presidents.  So, he thought, “Now, who should be the three presidents, and who should be the 120 princes?”  I think that maybe he sat in his chair and took out some paper and a pen and started to write down men’s names.  (As you talk, pretend that you’re thinking and writing.)  He kept thinking and writing down names of men who were to be important in his country.  He wrote down the names of 120 princes and three presidents.

The three presidents were to be the bosses over the 120 princes.  Then, the king thought, there needs to be one of the presidents who will be boss over the other two presidents and over the 120 princes.  That would make the one president be very important, the most important man in the country next to himself!  Guess who the king said should be so important!  It was Daniel.  Daniel was to be the most important man in the country next to the king himself.  That was wonderful for Daniel!  Daniel had lived true to the Lord; he had always done what God wanted him to do, and now Daniel was being honored by being made such an important man. 

King Darius made an announcement about whom the 120 princes and the three presidents should be, and also made the announcement that Daniel was to be the most important man in the country next to the king himself.  This should have made everybody everywhere very, very happy because Daniel was such a good man.  

Oh, oh!  Listen to the 120 princes and the other two presidents.  Boys and girls, pretend that they’re standing over there in a meeting.  Look.  Their faces don’t look happy at all.  They look like they’re pouting.  Listen to them talk.  (Cup your hand behind your ear, teacher.)  Do you know what they’re saying?  They don’t like Daniel.  They want to find a way to make the king mad at Daniel, and to say that Daniel wasn’t good enough to be the president over the whole country.  So, the 120 princes and the other two presidents started sneaking around and watching everything that Daniel did.  As soon as they would see one wrong thing that Daniel would do, they would go to the king and tell on Daniel.  Then the king would not want Daniel to be the most important man in the country. 

They watched and watched Daniel.  Sometimes they probably thought, “Daniel’s going to do wrong now.”  But he never did wrong.  The Bible tells us that they could not find any fault in him.  I wonder, boys and girls, if somebody were watching us if they would see us doing wrong. 

The 120 princes and the other two presidents got together and said that they would have to think up a plan.  They would have to figure out some way to make Daniel disobey the king.  They had an idea.  If they could get the king to tell Daniel that he had to do something that was against God’s rules, Daniel wouldn’t obey the king.  Daniel would never do anything against God’s rules, and the other men knew that.  So, they thought up a wicked plan.  The king must never know that they were trying to get Daniel into trouble, though.

These princes and presidents asked if they might have a meeting with the king. They all came into a room and sat down together with the king.  They praised the king, and said, “King Darius, live forever.  All the presidents and 120 princes have had a meeting, and we have decided something.  We have decided that it would be a wonderful idea if everybody in this whole country would know what a good king you are.  We think that if anybody needs anything and wants to know anything, that they should come and ask you.  They should not ask anybody else. It should be this way for 30 days.  For a whole month nobody in the whole country should ask for anything from anybody else—they should all come to you. Nobody should even pray, for in prayer people sometimes ask God for things.  O King, all the presidents and the princes think that this would be a good idea.  And, if anyone should not obey this law, have them thrown into the lions’ den where they will be killed by the hungry lions.  Won’t you make this a law? Here, sign your name on this piece of paper where we have written this law.”  (Hold out the paper as if you are one of these men!)

Now, just a minute, boys and girls, not all the presidents decided this law. One president would not say that.  Daniel would not have said that this should be a law.  The men lied to the king; they told him something that was not true. Daniel had not been in their meeting.

The king looked at the law that was written on the paper.  “Hum,” he thought, “sounds like a good idea.  I want the people always to think of me as being a good king.  Whenever they want anything, I would like to have them come and ask me what they want.  Yes, this does sound like a good law.  After 30 days everybody will know what a good king I am.  They’ll know that King Darius is as important as King Nebuchadnezzar was.  They might even think that I am more important than he was.  If anybody has the nerve not to come and ask me for something, that person should be thrown to the hungry lions.”  So, King Darius picked up his pen and signed his name to the law.  (Sign his name with a big flourish.)

Everybody heard about the new law that the king had just signed.  Daniel heard about the new law.  Daniel listened to the reading of it.  He understood that it meant that he was not supposed to pray for 30 days.  Daniel was used to praying three times a day.  Maybe he would stop praying now.  Or, maybe he would draw the drapes at his windows so that nobody could see him through the window praying.  Maybe he would even turn out the lights and pray in the dark.  Surely that way he could still pray, but nobody would see him.

Daniel was a brave man who loved God.  God had done so much for him that Daniel decided he had to keep on talking to Him.  Daniel went to his house, threw open the window, and kneeled down and prayed—not just once or even just once a day, but he prayed as often as he was used to praying—three times a day.  

The 120 princes and the other presidents were spying on Daniel!  They saw him kneeling down in his house, and they knew that he was praying to God.  This was their chance to get rid of Daniel.  They hurried as fast as they could go to the palace of the king.  “O, King, didn’t you sign a law that said for 30 days nobody should ask for anything from anybody but you?  And if they disobeyed shouldn’t they be thrown into the lions’ den?  Didn’t you sign this law, O King?”
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The king said, “This is true.  I did sign that law.  And any law that I sign can never be changed.”
“Well, King, that Daniel who was taken captive from Jerusalem when he was young and who is now an old man, that Daniel whom you have made so important in our country has just broken your law.  We know that three times a day Daniel gets down on his knees and prays and asks God for things, and he is not asking you.”

The king said, “O, no!  What have I done?  I love Daniel.  I have made him the most important man in my country next to me.  He is the most faithful of all men I know.  I can’t have him thrown into the den of lions.  Maybe there is something in the way that this law is written that will excuse him from this awful death.”

The king called together his lawyers, and they studied the law that the king had signed.  The king was hoping that something would be found in the law that would save Daniel from being thrown into the lions’ den.  The king and his lawyers studied the law until it got dark outside.  There was nothing in the law that would save Daniel from being thrown into the lions’ den. 

The king commanded that some guards go to get Daniel.  They went to Daniel’s house and told him that he would have to come with them.  Daniel was brought before the king.  The king had to order that Daniel be taken to the lions’ den. Daniel was taken to a huge hole in the ground, like a room dug out in the ground.  This was the lions’ den or cage.  A stone was rolled away from the hole.  Daniel was thrown through the hole down into the lions’ den.  The stone was rolled back over the opening to the hole, and it was stuck in place so that no one dared to move it away.  Daniel was in the den with the hungry lions!  He would surely be killed and eaten by the lions!

The king went very sadly back to his palace.  When he got to his palace, his servants told him that it was time to eat supper.  He said, “Oh, no, I can’t eat.  My good friend Daniel is in the lions’ den.”  Lots of times the king liked to hear good music played on the instruments, but tonight was very different. He didn’t even want the musicians to come and play for him tonight.  King Darius wasn’t sleepy.  He tried to sleep, but he could not sleep all night long because he was thinking about Daniel in the den with the hungry lions.

Early in the morning King Darius got up, hurried and dressed, and went as fast as he could go to the lions’ den.  The king ordered the stone rolled away from the hole to the lions’ den.  The king called out in a very sad and frightened voice, “Daniel!”  Would Daniel be dead?  Would the lions have torn him apart with their huge teeth because they were so hungry?  “Oh, Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God able to deliver thee from the lions?”

The king listened.  (Cup your hands around your mouth and pretend that you are calling up out of a hole in the ground.)  “O King, live forever.”  That sounds like Daniel’s voice!  He’s alive!  Wonder if he has been hurt at all?

“I’ve had company, King Darius.  God sent an angel to look after me.  The angel that God has sent has closed the mouths of the lions.  The lions have not hurt me at all because their mouths have been held shut by the angel of the Lord.”

Think how happy the king was!  He had been so worried, and yet, he was hoping that Daniel’s God would take care of him. “Somebody—you, quickly—pull Daniel up out of that den.”  Daniel was taken up out of the den, and there were no hurt places on him.  The lions had not hurt Daniel at all.  Daniel said, “Because I’ve always tried to please God and honor Him, and have not done anything that would be dishonest to you, God has taken care of me.”

The king was so glad for Daniel.  What happened to the men who wanted to see Daniel killed and who made up this wicked plan to get rid of Daniel?  The king had them thrown into the lions’ den. Then the king said that everybody ought to fear and love the true and living God.  Daniel loved the true God Who is able to do anything.

LEARN OUR BIBLE VERSE: Daniel 6:23, “…and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.”

