Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=STORIES BEHIND THE PSALMS=

Lesson 5

Psalm 8

Scripture:  I Samuel 16:1-13; 17:15-20, 32-37, Psalm 8

Objects to have:

Pictures of nighttime scenery where no people or cities are shown, but in which you can see stars or the moon, or the moon reflected in water

Chalk and chalkboard

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

(Teacher:  Hold up a picture that shows some stars in it.)  Have you ever looked outside at night and seen one star in the sky?  You could say:


Star light, star bright,


First star I see tonight,


I wish I may, I wish I might


Have the wish I wish tonight.

When we see the stars in the sky, they look very, very little.  They look like little twinkling lights up in the sky.  Who put the stars there?  Yes, God put the stars there.

(Show the children the other pictures which you have and discuss them with them.  Then, have the children count with you to ten, counting it slowly as seconds pass.)  While we were counting to ten, ten seconds passed.  Now watch me and count only as much as I do.  (Count to two.)  What if we could get to the moon that fast!  What if while we were counting only to two, we’d suddenly be on the moon!  Some astronauts got to the moon in only a little over four days!  Five times (hold up five fingers) they had breakfast, five times they had lunch, four times they had supper, four times they had to go to bed at night.  That’s a lot longer than two seconds, isn’t it?

Let’s pretend now that we get to the moon in just two seconds.  Let’s count again to two—one, two.  Now we’re at the moon.  But let’s pretend that we don’t want to stop at the moon.  We want to go to the first star, the star that is closest to us.  Do you know how long it would take us to get to the star that is closest to us?  It would take four years.  My!  The star that is closest to us is a long ways away!  Let me ask you something.  If I hold something very close to you, you can see just how big it is.  But if I took that something and walked a long ways away from you, that something that I’m holding would look smaller to you than it did when it was close up.

Well, we can see a star in the sky.  We can see a star that’s the closest to us and it looks very tiny.  If we went closer and closer and closer to it, it would look bigger and bigger and bigger.  If it took four years for us to get to the first star, saying that we could get to the moon in only two seconds, then we know that star is huge.  Oh, my, we had no idea how big that star is.  It’s great big!  Probably a lot bigger than our earth is.

God made the stars.  If the stars are so very big, we have a wonderful, great big God.  And there’s not just one star in the sky.  There are millions of stars in the sky!  Sometimes if it’s real dark and yet clear outside, we can see many, many stars in the sky.  But there are lots more stars that we can’t even see with our plain eyes.  Some people use telescopes to see the stars, and then they still can’t see all the stars that God made.  There are millions and millions and millions of stars in the sky.

Telling the story:

David was a shepherd boy.  A shepherd boy had sheep to take care of.  When it was time to take the sheep           to where there was green grass to eat and some nice,  cool,  still water to drink,  the shepherd would take the sheep 
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away from his house.  The sheep which the shepherd led could not think for themselves.  They could not find the way to the green grass and the nice cool water for themselves.  The sheep needed a shepherd to lead the way.  David was a shepherd boy.  After David got his sheep to the green grass pasture land, and to where there was some nice cool water to drink, then David would watch the sheep.  He’d watch over them while they ate, and while they drank water.  David saw to it that no bear would come and take a sheep out of the flock.  David had a great big staff and a great big rod which he carried.  He used them as weapons to protect the sheep.  David as a shepherd boy knew how to throw a stone with a sling, and he could hit something a long ways away with a stone which he would throw out of his sling.  David was a shepherd boy.

When David took his sheep out in the fields far away from his house, there weren’t any other people nearby.  There weren’t any houses close by, either.  David would stay in the fields with his sheep when it was nice weather.  He wouldn’t even take them back home.  His sheep would settle down in the fields for the night.  They would lie down.  They would go to sleep.  David would settle down in the field, too.  Perhaps he would sort of go to sleep part of the time.  But most of the time he stayed wide awake, watching over his sheep.  While David was out in the field with his sheep away from the people, away from the city, it was quiet out there.  It was very, very quiet.  The sky would be clear and pretty.

While David watched over his sheep, he looked up at the sky.  Oh, my, the sky was so big that in every direction which he looked, David could see sky.  In the sky, he could see the bright moon shining.  Let me tell you something about the moon.  The moon doesn’t have a light all of its own.  The moon is like a mirror.  It is the sun’s light at nighttime.  David would see the stars.  Oh, my, how they would twinkle.  They looked so pretty in the sky.  David looked up at the stars in the sky.  And he thought, Who made the stars?

Then David answered his own question:  David thought, “God made the stars.  The stars are so big!  There are so many stars!  God made the stars.”  Then David looked at himself and he thought, “God made me, too!”  Then he looked back up at the sky, at the stars shining in the sky and the moon shining down so brightly.  He thought of how big the sky was, how many stars there are, how big the stars are, and what a great big, wonderful God made all these things.  Then he looked back to himself.  As he compared himself to the sky, the stars and the moon, he looked little to himself.  He thought, “What is man?”  Man is only like a little dot on the earth compared to all the stars in the great big sky.  God is powerful enough to make the stars and the moon and to put them in the sky and to keep them in the sky to make bright lights at nighttime.  God knows enough to make man, too.  Oh, how little boys and girls and ladies and men are, compared to the great big sky and the stars and the moon.  Then David prayed.

David prayed, “Dear Heavenly Father, what is man that You even think about him?  How is it that You would even take time to talk to men and to boys and to girls and to ladies?  Boys and girls and ladies and men are little compared to the wonderful stars and the moon which You have made.  Why is it that You’ll take time to talk to people?  I’m glad You do.  Look all You have done for people.  You have given them a mind to think with.  You’ve let people be able to think things out for themselves.  Sheep can’t think for themselves.  They have to have the shepherd show them where to go to find green grass and cool water to drink.  Sheep can’t take care of themselves when there’s danger nearby.  Dear Heavenly Father, You’ve given people minds so that they can think.  Oh, how wonderful You are.  People are even smarter than birds.  People are smarter than the fish who swim in the waters.  Thank You, dear Heavenly Father, for honoring people.  Thank you that we can talk to You.  Thank You that You talk to us.  Thank You that You think about us, even though You made such great big wonderful things as the stars and the moon are.  Amen.”

David had a wonderful time talking with God.  And he wrote down the words that he said to God.  He also wrote down things that he thought about as he looked at the stars because God told him to write down those words.

Those words that David thought while he was out watching his sheep are written down in our Bibles.  (Pick up your Bible that is open to Psalm 8.)  They are written down here in this part of the Bible that is called the Psalms.  The Psalm in which David wrote the words we talked about today is called Psalm 8. 

LEARN OUR BIBLE VERSE:   Psalm 8:9, “O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!”  
