Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL=

Lesson 10

The Brazen Serpent

Objects to have:

A toy snake or a picture of one

A picture of a snake on a pole

A picture of the empty cross

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

Who was the leader of the Israelites as they left Egypt on their way to the Promised Land?  Who made Moses the leader of the people?  Were the people always kind to Moses?  What did the people do sometimes?  (They complained, saying, “Who does Moses think he is?”)  Was God pleased about their complaining?

(Hold up your toy snake or your picture of a snake.)  What is this?  Do you like snakes?  Some people do, and some don’t.  Some snakes are perfectly harmless; they will not hurt people.  There are some snakes, however, that are very harmful.  Whenever the harmful snakes become frightened of people, some bite with a poisonous bite and the people die from the bite; others wrap themselves around people and squeeze them to death.  There are rattle snakes, cobra snakes, boa constrictor snakes, etc. that are dangerous snakes.  The Bible tells about a dangerous snake—a fiery serpent.  Whenever fiery serpents would bite people, the place where the snake would bite would get hot as fire.  The poison from the bite would get into the blood and the person’s whole body would get infected and burn.

(Lay down your picture of the snake.)  Have you ever been on a trip, and you thought that it was taking a long time to get there?  (As time permits, let some of the children tell about such an experience.)  Well, the children of Israel were on a trip.  It was taking them a lot longer than it should have taken.  Why was it taking so long?  Yes, because they had not believed that God would take them safely into the country which He had promised to them.  Remember the story about the twelve spies going into the country?  (Review briefly.)  So, how much longer were they going to have to travel?  Yes, forty years.  Who could go into the land?  Yes, only those people who were twenty years old and younger; except for Caleb and Joshua, remember?

As they traveled, God did not forget about them.  He watched over and cared for them.  Every day God gave them the manna to eat as He had promised that He would do.  Everyday either the pillar of cloud or the pillar of fire led them and offered protection and comfort to them.  God loved His people.  God loves us, too; did you know that?  God says to us and to all His people, “I love you.  I will care for you always.  Just do what I say to do; trust and obey Me.  That is the way to be happy.”

Well, you would have thought that after all God had done for the Israelites that they would have decided, “God loves us!  We love Him and will do what He says we should do.”  Let’s look at the Israelites again in our Bible story for today.  (Show the children the place in your Bible where you read the story for today.)

Telling the story:

Think of all the tents in which the Israelites lived!  There were millions of Israelite men, women, and children.  They had to have someplace to live whenever they stopped for a few days to rest.  Besides all their own tents, there was the huge tent that was the tabernacle.  Can you “see” them all?  “See” the people as they take down their tents whenever it is time to travel.  Now “see” them set them back up whenever the pillar of cloud stops moving.  How long a time it was that they were without a country that they could call their home!

Listen, what do we hear again?  Somebody is saying, “I am getting so tired of this traveling all the time!”

- 2 -

Somebody else says, “Me, too.”

Somebody else is saying, “And I wish that we had something else to eat.  I am getting so tired of the same food—manna.  Even though we can prepare it in different ways, I would like something else.  Remember the food that we had to eat in Egypt?”

“Yes, I do,” someone else is saying, “Wasn’t it good?  I’d like some more of that.”

Another person is saying, “That Moses; all he did was bring us out here to the wilderness to die.”

“Yeah, that’s right.”

Look at those people.  They are going to Moses.  “Moses, why did you bring us out of Egypt to this wilderness?  We’ll die here.  There is no bread and there is no water, and we hate this manna.”  I can’t believe it!  They’re at it again!

Well, God heard them again as God always hears what is going on.  He had to stop this kind of talk.  The only way to stop the talk was to get rid of the people who were doing the talking.  God let some snakes come into the camp of the Israelites—snakes like the ones that I was telling you about.  These snakes were called fiery serpents.  The snakes went crawling all around the camp.  They started biting people.  The bites were so full of poison that the people who were bitten died!

Suddenly others who had been complaining came running to Moses.  “Moses, we have sinned.”  What is this that they were saying?  They were admitting that they had sinned?  That is surely different!  “Please pray to God; ask Him to save us from death that is caused by the fiery serpents.”

Moses stopped everything and prayed for the people.  God told Moses what to do:  “Moses, get some brass.  Make out of the brass a snake that looks like the fiery serpents that have come into the camp.  After you have made the snake, put it on a long pole.  After it is fastened to the pole, stand the pole up so that the snake on the pole can be seen from a long ways away.”

(Hold up your picture of the snake on the pole.)  Moses did exactly what God told him to do.  Then Moses told the people, “If you are bitten by one of these fiery serpents, then just come and look at the pole.  God has promised that if you will look at the serpent that is on the pole, you will not die from your snake bite.”  So, if any person did that, he did not die but got well from the snake bite.  Those who would not obey and would not look had to pay for their sin by dying.

I know of something else that was stood straight up from the ground.  It had something else on it, too; rather, it had Someone on it.  Jesus was fastened to the cross—nailed there.  The cross was lifted up and Jesus hung on the cross.  Jesus was paying for sin and dying on the cross.  Jesus was not paying for His own sin, however; He was paying for your sin and mine.

(Hold up the picture of the cross.)  God says, “Just look at My Son’s cross.  The cross is empty now.  Jesus did not stay on the cross, and Jesus did not stay in the grave where He was laid.  Remember, though, that He died there and that He died for your sins.  Everybody is a sinner; nobody can help that.  But you can be saved from having to pay for your sins by just looking at the cross and remembering that Jesus died for you, and trusting Him as your Saviour.”  Isn’t that wonderful!  Just as the Israelites could look at the serpent on the pole that was lifted up in the wilderness and be saved from death, so we can just look to the cross and remember that Jesus died there for us and trust Him.  Then we’re saved from suffering forever and forever for our sins.  If you have not trusted Jesus as your Saviour, won’t you do that today?  (Talk about John 3:14, 15.)
