Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist  Church

=THE LIFE OF CHRIST=

Lesson 4

Christ Begins His Earthly Ministry

Scripture:  Matthew 3
Objects to have:

A little plastic doll

A pan of water

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

(Hold up the plastic doll.)  This is Peter.  Something very interesting has happened to Peter.  Peter has changed.  Peter never thought about Jesus and wanting to do what Jesus wanted him to do.  Peter always acted selfish, and he did not care that he was selfish.  He wanted all the good toys for himself; he did not want anyone else to play with the good toys.  He always wanted to be first.  He was lazy; he did not want to do any work.  He complained all the time.  He was always too hot or too cold or too tired or he did not get enough candy or he had to eat too much at the table or he had to go to bed and did not want to go.  If someone ever gave him any money, he did not want to spend it on something which he could give to someone else.  He wanted to keep everything that he got and not give away anything.  He never cared whether he was dirty; it was a nuisance to take a bath or to wash his hands when he should.  It did not bother him when he thought bad things.  Peter was a sinner, and he did not care that he was a sinner.

Then, one day, something wonderful happened for Peter.  A friend of his asked him to go to Sunday school with him.  Peter decided that he might as well go.  In Sunday school Peter learned how Jesus loved him.  As he listened to the teacher tell the Bible story, he thought about how good and wonderful Jesus is.  Then he thought about how bad he was.  He thought, “I am a sinner.  I do not like being bad.  I do not want to go to hell when I die.  I want Jesus to forgive me of my sins.  I want my heart to be washed clean from its dirty old sin.”  The Sunday school teacher told Peter just to ask Jesus to save him.  Peter bowed his head and prayed, “Dear Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I know You love me.  Please forgive me of my sins.” Jesus saved Peter.  Peter seemed like a new person.  Then he did not want to be selfish.  He wanted to be unselfish.  Peter was a new person.  He wanted to work instead of being lazy.  Peter was a new person.  He now hated his complaining way and wanted to be content.  Peter was a new person now that he was saved.  He did not want to keep everything for himself.  He wanted to give away things.  Peter did not like being dirty.  He wanted to be clean and to look nice.  He hated the bad thoughts that went through his mind.  He wanted clean thoughts.  Peter wanted to go to Sunday school and church every Sunday.  Peter wanted to tell his friends about Jesus.  He wanted them to ask Jesus to be their Saviour, too.

After Peter got saved, there was something he was supposed to do right away.  If he did that thing right away that he was supposed to do, then he would get power from God to live right and to get other people saved, too.  Jesus did that one thing that everybody’s supposed to do right after they get saved.  Because Jesus did it, we are supposed to do it, too.  I wonder what that one thing is that you are supposed to do right after you get saved.  You listen very carefully to the Bible story.  When you hear what Jesus did, then you will know what you are supposed to do when you get saved.
Telling the story:

(Lay down the doll.)  Jesus was home.  We remember where Jesus lived while He was growing up; He lived in the city of Nazareth.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  Before Jesus came to Bethlehem, He was in Heaven.  Jesus is the Son of God.  He came from Heaven to earth as a baby.  At the beginning of our story for today, Jesus was a man.  He was a tall man.  When He walked, He walked like a man, taking big steps. He decided to leave Nazareth.    He may have been walking.   He knew where He was going.   He was going down the road toward the 
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Jordan River.  He left the houses of Nazareth behind Him.  He walked up and down the hills, following the road toward the Jordan River.

Near the Jordan River was a preacher.  Many people were listening to the preacher talk.  The preacher and the people were not inside a building, however; they were outside.  They were standing, listening to the preacher.  The preacher’s name was John.  John was telling the people, “We are all sinners.  Just stop to think about yourselves.  You will think of things which you have said and things which you have done which you know are wrong.  You know you are a sinner.  You need to be sorry for your sins.  You need to ask God to forgive you of your sins.  You need to start to live differently.  If you have taken something from someone, you ought to give it back.  You ought never again to take something from someone.  If you have plenty of things for yourself, you ought to share some of those things with someone else.  You ought to become a new person.  Be baptized.  Get rid of the old ‘you’ and become new.”

As the people in the crowd listened to John preach, many, many of them thought, “We are sinners.  We need to start living new lives.  We want God to forgive us of our sins.  We want to be baptized.”  Many of the people raised their hands.  Many of them came to John saying, “Preacher, we want to be saved, then we want to be baptized.”  The people prayed, saying to God that they were sorry for their sins and, one at a time, they went down to the Jordan River.  John was standing in the water; he was standing in the Jordan River.  A man walked to the water.  He walked down into the water and stood next to John.  The man had asked God to save him.  He wanted his old life to be taken away.  John put him backwards down into the water.  (Pick up the plastic doll and show without putting the doll into the water yet how a person is put under the water when he is baptized.)  Then a lady came down into the water.  She had asked Jesus to be her Saviour.  John baptized her.  She walked up out of the water a new person.  Then there were other men and other ladies and, I’m sure, boys and girls and big boys and girls who were baptized by John in the Jordan River.

This is what Jesus saw when He came to the Jordan River; He saw John baptizing in the Jordan River.  Jesus came down into the river.  He said, “John, I want to be baptized, too.”

John said, “Oh, no, Jesus, I should be baptized by you.  I am not worthy to baptize You.  I am not worthy even to bend down and to help You take off Your shoes.”  But Jesus insisted that John baptize Him.  Jesus said that everybody who would serve God should first be baptized.  John put his hand on the back of Jesus’ neck.  He put his other hand on one of Jesus’ arms.  He lowered Jesus backward into the water, completely putting Him under the water.  Then he raised Jesus up out of the water.  Jesus immediately walked out of the water.  

As soon as Jesus did this, the Holy Spirit came down upon Jesus.  The Holy Spirit made Himself look like a pretty white bird called a dove.  A dove landed on Jesus right after Jesus was baptized.  Then, a Voice spoke.  The Voice was coming from Heaven.  The Voice said, “This Jesus is My beloved Son.  I am very well pleased with Him.”  It pleased God the Father that Jesus was baptized.

Now, we know what the first thing was that Peter was supposed to do after he got saved; he was supposed to get baptized.  

Let’s pretend that I am the preacher.  (Lady teachers, be sure to stress that men are preachers and you’re just pretending.)  Peter has been saved.  Now Peter says that he wants to be baptized.  All right, here comes Peter.  (“Baptize” the doll in the pan of water.)  After Peter is baptized, then he goes back to the dressing room and takes off his wet clothes and puts on dry ones.  Peter has been baptized as Jesus was and as Jesus wants him to be.  It’s just like he put under the water, or buried, his old life, and now he has risen to new life.  Peter now wants to live to please Jesus.  He now wants to tell other people about Him.  There will be times that his old ways will show themselves.  There will be times when he will sin, even though he is a new person now.  He should not get saved and baptized all over again.  We get saved one time and baptized one time.  Then, when we sin, we just tell Jesus about it and ask Him again to wash us clean from our sin.  

LEARN OUR BIBLE VERSE:  Matthew 3:16a, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water.”
