Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=THE LIFE OF CHRIST=

Lesson 5

Jesus Chooses His Helpers

Scripture:  Luke 4:30-44; 5:1-11
Objects to have:

Several little objects in a large container (to demonstrate what children can do to help)
A sheet of construction paper covered on one side with pictures of fish and on the other side with pictures of people

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

Were you ever a helper?  Let’s think of some times and some ways that we help.  (Using the objects which you have brought, the girls could remember the times when they handed Mother a spoon while she was baking; the boys a piece of wood to Daddy when he was making something.  Either of them could have picked up a rattle for the baby or brought a bottle to Mother for feeding the baby.  A spool of thread could represent bringing something to Mother while she was sewing.  A basket or a box could show how a little child could help Daddy when he was cutting the grass—the little child carrying the box or the basket to Daddy.  A few toys could demonstrate how the children could help to keep the house clean.  A grocery sack could demonstrate the child carrying packages for Mommy or Daddy, etc.  Keep using the words “being a helper” while talking about how the children could help Mother, Daddy, teacher, brother or sister, etc.  Stress that it is necessary for the children to be good helpers.)
Jesus had some helpers.  Jesus asked certain men to be His helpers.  There were thousands of men who listened to Jesus and watched Jesus and traveled to be with Jesus when He was near their houses.  But there were only a few men that Jesus chose to be His helpers.  Some of the men whom Jesus chose to be His helpers were fishermen.

I have (or have not ever) gone fishing.  (Discuss what it is like to go fishing.)  When someone goes fishing, he wants to catch fish.  Jesus told some of His disciples that they would no longer want to catch fish, but that they would want to catch people.  That’s a strange thing to go fishing for people!  You listen very carefully to the Bible story for today and you will find out what it is like to go fishing for people instead of fishing for fish.

Telling the story:

The Bible tells a lot about when Jesus was on earth.  Jesus had been someplace else before He was on earth.  (With a piece of chalk on the chalkboard draw a horizontal line from the left side of the board to more than two-thirds across the board.)  Jesus was in Heaven before He came to earth.  Let’s let this line help us to think about how long Jesus was in Heaven before He was on earth.  Jesus had no beginning in Heaven; Jesus is the Son of God.  Then one day He came to earth.  (At the end of the line draw a small “V.”)  He came to Bethlehem as a small baby.  Then He lived in Nazareth and grew up, until He became a man.  We’ll say this spot right here makes us think about how long He was on earth.  (Extend the line straight from the right point of the “V” out to the right-hand side of the chalkboard.)  Then Jesus went back to Heaven, and He is there now.

Jesus was on earth only a short time compared to how long He was in Heaven and how long He’s been in Heaven.

Jesus was near the Sea of Galilee.  (Draw the sea under the “V” which you have made on the board.)  One day Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee.  People started running toward Jesus.  They wanted to get close so they could see Him and hear Him.  Jesus wanted to talk to the people, but the crowds kept getting bigger and bigger and pushing closer and closer to Jesus.  Jesus, because He was being pushed back by them, was getting closer and closer to the edge of the Sea of Galilee.  Finally, there was no place for Him to go but into the water.  Then  Jesus  noticed two boats  that were tied up  by the side  of the water.   The boats were empty;  no one was in 
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them.  The boats were fishing boats.  The fishermen were on the shore by the lake.  They had something that they were swishing in and out of the water of the lake.  They were things that had holes in them, but not great big holes, just rows and rows of holes all tied together.  They looked strong, like little ropes tied round and round to leave holes.  They were fishing nets.  The men had been out fishing in the Sea of Galilee.  While they were fishing, the nets caught pieces of seaweed and pieces of wood that were floating in the water.  The fishermen were washing their nets, so that nothing was caught in them.

I know the name of one of the fishermen.  One of the fishermen was named Simon.  Jesus walked right up to Simon’s boat.  Jesus got into the boat.  He called to Simon to get into the boat and to push the boat out a little from the land.  Simon did what Jesus asked him to do.  He pushed the boat out into the water a little ways away from the land.  Jesus got into the boat because He wanted to talk to the people.  He had to be in a place where they could all see Him and hear Him.

Jesus stood in the boat.  He taught the people.  I imagine He had to talk with a loud voice!  The people on the shore stood and listened to Jesus talk.  Whenever Jesus told the people anything, they knew that He knew about what He was talking.  He talked to them about Heaven and our Heavenly Father.  He talked in such a way that the people thought to themselves, “This Man talks like He’s been there.  He talks as if He knows our Heavenly Father.”  They were right!  He had been in Heaven.  He does know and did then know God the Heavenly Father.  The people listened as Jesus talked.  Then Jesus was finished with what He had to say.

Jesus turned to Simon.  Jesus said, “Simon, sail out into the deep water of the lake.  Get away from this shallow water by the shore.  Then, Simon, let down your nets for a great big catch of fish.”

Simon could hardly believe his ears.  He said, “But, Jesus, we have been out on that water fishing all night long.  The waters were calm and all was quiet.  It was a perfect time for us to catch fish.  But we did not catch even one little fish.  Not one fish swam into our nets.  Every time we’d throw our nets out of the boat and into the water, holding on to one end, and then draw the nets back into the boat, they were empty.  We fished all night long, and then our nets were empty every time we drew them back into the boat.  But since You’re telling me to do it, Jesus, I will let down my net.”

Simon had a big fishing boat.  He had men who sailed with him in his big boat and worked with him to catch a lot of fish.  Simon had two friends, James and John.  James and John also had a fishing boat.  They were in the same fishing business with Simon.  They had men who worked for them.  Whatever fish the two boats brought in, were sold by Simon, James and John.  They had a big fishing business.  They were making a lot of money selling their fish.  Jesus told Simon to sail out into the lake.  Simon’s workmen and Simon sailed the boat out into deeper waters.  There they let down a net into the Sea of Galilee.  Suddenly, so many fish swam into the net that the net was full.  (Hold up your picture of fish.)  They could hardly bring the net up out of the water.  There were so many fish and they were so heavy that the net started to break.  Simon called, “James!  John!  Bring your boat.  Help us!”  James and John got into their boat with their workmen.  They sailed out from the shore into the deeper waters where Simon’s boat was.  They leaned over the side of their boat.  They helped to haul the net up out of the water.  There were so many fish caught by that net that they filled both boats with the fish.  The fish were so big and so heavy that both ships started to sink into the water.

Then Simon thought of what he had done.  Jesus had told him, “Simon, put down your nets into the water.”  Simon had only partly obeyed Jesus.  He had let down only one net into the water.  And that net started to break because of all the fish that Jesus caused to swim into that net.  Simon thought about what he had done.  He had disobeyed Jesus.  Oh, he had sailed his ship out into the water.  He had been willing to go fishing when he thought that there were not any fish to be caught, yet he let down only one net when Jesus told him to put down many nets into the water.  Simon saw that he had disobeyed Jesus. Simon fell down on his knees in front of Jesus.  He said, “Dear Lord, I am a sinful man.  I did not completely obey You.  Please forgive me.  And Jesus, I am not good enough to be near You.  You better just leave me.”

Jesus loved Simon.  He heard Simon confess his sins.  He said, “Do not be afraid, Simon, because you disobeyed Me.  From now on, I have a big job for you to do.  I want you to start catching men.”
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(While telling the next two paragraphs, flip your illustration to show the difference between fishing for fish and fishing for people.)  How could you go fishing for men?  Would you lower a net down into the water and wait for people—men, ladies, boys and girls—to swim into the net?  Of course not.  Fish can’t turn into people!  Simon would just have to start going where people were, and talk to them, telling them to trust Jesus.  Simon was going to have to start fishing for people who had to know about Jesus, and get them to trust Him.

After Jesus said that to Simon, Simon’s boat was brought back to land and James and John’s boat was brought back to land also.  James, John, and Simon stopped being fishermen for fish in the Sea of Galilee; they started to be fishermen for Jesus.  They started to go fishing for people.  They became Jesus’ helpers; they went looking for people everyday who needed to know about Jesus.  They would talk to the people and say, “Come with us.  You should hear and see Jesus.”

LEARN OUR BIBLE VERSE:  Luke 5:11, “And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.”
