
Sunday School Lesson
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=THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE=

Lesson 42

Luke

AUTHOR:  Luke

THEME:  “Jesus as the Son of Man”

INTRODUCTION:  Go back to the same thought that we have been discussing for the past two weeks, that of the purpose of the four Gospels.  Each was written by a different man to show Jesus in a different light.  Matthew was written to show Him as the King.  Mark was written to show Him as a servant.  Luke was written to show Him as a man.  John was written to show Him as God.  It is very important to remember that each author believed that Jesus was the other three things as well as that on which he placed emphasis!  In other words, Matthew believed that besides being the King, Jesus was a servant, a man and God.  Mark believed that He was more than just a servant, that He was also the King, man and God.  Luke believed that He was more than a man, that He was also the King, a servant and God.  John believed that He was God, but that He was also the King, a servant and man.  They are not contradictory.  They are simply seeing the same Person from a different viewpoint.

Now let us consider Luke and the Gospel he wrote.

  I.
LUKE HIMSELF WAS A PHYSICIAN.  Read Colossians 4:14.

 II.
HE WAS BELOVED OF THE APOSTLE PAUL.  Again, notice Colossians 4:14.

III.
HE WAS A NATIVE OF ANTIOCH IN SYRIA.  This was the location of the great church that sent Paul and Barnabas to the mission field.  It was the home church of the Apostle Paul.  It was a church that witnessed.  It was the church where Christians were first called “Christians.”  It was the church that helped the church in Jerusalem when the saints there were in need.  It was one of the great churches; in fact, many think it was the greatest church in the New Testament age.  At any rate, Luke was from this place.  Perhaps he was converted there and was one of their preacher boys.  Perhaps he was already a physician in Antioch upon his conversion.

 IV.
THE BOOK OF LUKE IS THE ONLY ONE OF THE FOUR GOSPELS WRITTEN BY ONE WHO WAS NOT AN EYE WITNESS OF THE HAPPENINGS OF CHRIST.

  V.
THERE ARE THOSE WHO THINK THAT LUKE WAS A GREEK.  In other words, Luke may have been a Gentile.  On the other hand, there are those who think he was a Jew living under the Greek culture of Antioch.  At any rate, his Gospel was written to present Christ to the Greeks.  He was well qualified to do this, for he was a man of education.  He was a man acquainted with the Greek culture.  He was a physician, which was a profession almost entirely in the hands of the Greeks in those days.  Hence, the Lord used him to write a Gospel that was written primarily for the sake of the Greeks, who despised the Christian faith.


Gregory, the bishop of Constantinople in the fourth century, states that Luke wrote in Greek and also for the Greeks.

 VI.
THE KEY VERSE OF LUKE IS LUKE 19:10, “FOR THE SON OF MAN IS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST.”  Since Luke is trying to show us that Jesus was a man, and since he stresses the humanity of Christ, this becomes the key verse.


There is a reason why Luke stresses the manhood of Jesus.  The Grecian people combined the ideals of perfection and universality in stressing the importance of man.  The Greeks’ philosophy tried to improve man, and their hope was that by improving man, the perfect man could evolve!   Luke seizes upon this to get the Gospel to them.  They are trying to make the perfect man; Luke shows them the only perfect Man,  Jesus Christ.  In other words, he is saying to them, “You have been trying to make the perfect man—I have found Him; here He is!”

VII.
LUKE WAS A LOYAL HELPER AND COMPANION TO THE APOSTLE PAUL.  He joined Paul at Troas.  Notice Acts 16:10-17.  Here the word “we” is used for the first time.  Luke wrote the entire book of Acts, but he does not talk in the first person until Acts 16.  (Teacher, stress the importance of the pupils being faithful and helpful.  Stress the importance of the follower.)  Luke was not the leader; he was a loyal follower.

VIII.
LUKE USED HIS PROFESSION FOR JESUS CHRIST.  The Apostle Paul was not a well man.  Hence, as he went into far countries, he felt the need of a personal physician.  (Teacher, stress to the pupils the importance of using our professions for Jesus and becoming what He wants us to become.  Carpenters, painters, plumbers, lawyers, doctors and others can be used of God as helpers in the Lord’s work.)

 IX.
LUKE WAS VERY LOYAL AND FAITHFUL TO THE APOSTLE PAUL TO THE END!  He remained his companion and continued with him, probably to the close of his life.  In II Timothy 4:11, Paul mentions that Luke was with him during his second imprisonment.  When Paul was in trouble, Luke was with him.  When the sun was shining, Luke was there.  When it was raining, Luke was there.  He was the kind of fellow who was dependable, loyal and faithful.  (Teacher, stress the importance of this adjective.  Lead the pupils to give themselves to their friends and to the cause of Christ.  Stress faithfulness to the services, faithfulness in standing for Christ, faithfulness in standing by the Preacher, faithfulness in standing by the church, etc.)

  X.
THE GOSPEL OF LUKE IS LESS CHRONOLOGICAL THAN THOSE OF MARK AND JOHN.  It is more scholarly.  It does not cover as many of the same events as do the others.  Nearly one-third of the subject matter is peculiar to this Gospel.  For example, while Matthew deals with six things pertaining to the birth, infancy, childhood and later life of Jesus in Nazareth, Luke deals with twelve.  Again, Luke was interested in showing Him as a man, so he dealt with the things unique to human life.


On the other hand, only three of the seven parables of the kingdom found in Matthew 13 are given in Luke.  In other words, though Luke believed that Jesus was the King, he leaned heavily toward the events which deal with His humanity.  He leaned away from the parables of the kingdom which Matthew used to picture Jesus as the King.

 XI.
JESUS WAS HUMAN!  (Teacher, lead the class to discuss things that show His humanity.  For example, He thirsted, as is mentioned on the cross.  He was weary, as we find in John 4 when He sat on the well because he was tired.  He became hungry and needed food for His physical strength.  He wept at the grave of Lazarus.  See how many other things the class can think of that point to the humanity of Jesus.)

XII.
THE WORDS, “THE SON OF MAN,” ARE VITAL TO THE BOOK OF LUKE.  Over and over again these words, “the Son of Man,” are used.  This is why so much is given in Luke about the mother of Jesus and about the childhood of the earthly life of Jesus.

 XIII.
THE PARABLES THAT LUKE GIVES SHOW THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST.  Luke was always concerned about the human interest stories and parables.  For example, it is Luke who gave the parables about the prodigal son, the lost coin, the lost sheep, the good Samaritan, the parable of the great supper, etc.  Luke was intensely interested in the lost, and so he wrote to the new Grecian Christians to try to get them to share his burden for the unsaved.

