Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=EVENTS FROM GENESIS=

Lesson 17

Back to Bethel

Objects to have:

A picture of a church building

A picture of a person praying at mealtime

A picture of a person praying at bedtime

A picture of someone reading his Bible

A picture of an idol

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

(Hold up the picture of the church building.)  Victor was glad when it was Sunday.  He and his mother and daddy and his brother all loved to go to Sunday school and to church.  

It was exciting to hurry around the house to get ready for Sunday school on Sunday morning.  He was glad when everybody in the house was ready to go.  They all went hurrying out the door to get into the car to go to Sunday school and church.  When they got there and Daddy parked their car, they hurried out of the car.  Mother and Daddy warned Victor and his brother to stay close to them, to be careful crossing the street.  It was so much fun.  Whenever Victor saw some of his friends outside, he waved at them and called to them.  Mother and Daddy and his brother did the same thing.

They all came into the church building.  People wore happy faces.  Then he saw lots of friends in his Sunday school room.  Some of the friends were other boys and girls.  Some of the friends were his teacher and the other teachers.  The place was a loving place.  Before Sunday school started there was time to laugh and to talk with his friends.

Then it was time for Sunday school to start.  Victor really enjoyed singing the songs, listening to the Bible story and another story each Sunday.  Sunday was such a special day.  Sometimes there were special things that happened in his Sunday school department—like receiving a gift or a reward for bringing visitors or having a special guest.

One Sunday was not so special.  There was a terrible storm, and Mother and Daddy decided not to go.  Afterwards they said that they were sorry they had not gone to Sunday school and church that Sunday; God would have looked after them and taken care of them all.  Another Sunday Victor was sick, and he and Mother had to stay home.  How unhappy he felt at not being able to go to his church!  And then another time they all stayed home and he could not figure out why they did.  Then it seemed like the family stayed home more often than they went to Sunday school and church.  And then after a long time they just never went to the church building.  Oh, they still prayed and thanked Jesus for their food at mealtime.  Victor still got on his knees at his bed and prayed at bedtime, but once in awhile they would skip their times to pray, and then after that it was easy not to pray at any time.  Victor also noticed that his mommy and his daddy had stopped reading their Bibles, too.  Victor did not like what was happening in his house.  Even though it seemed kind of fun at first to stay home and play or to go visiting some relatives instead of going to Sunday school, Victor had an empty feeling inside when he knew that all his friends and teachers were at church and he was not.
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One Sunday Victor asked, “Mom and Dad, can’t we go to Sunday school today?  I miss being there.”  Mother and Daddy looked at each other, and they decided they had not been doing the right thing.  How happy Victor was when Mother told him and his brother to hurry up and get ready; there was still time to get there.  How good it was to get back to Sunday school and church!  The whole family decided they would never again miss unless somebody was sick but that they would always get back to Sunday school and go every Sunday.

(Lay down the picture of the church and pick up your Bible.)  Jacob had to get back there, too.  Jacob had been away from the house of God for many, many years.

Telling the story:

Jacob was a daddy.  In his house with him and Leah and Rachel lived many children.  In his house there were also some things that should not have been there.  (Hold up the picture of the idol.)  There were idols.  They bowed down and prayed to these idols.  Idols are things made by men.  They have eyes and they cannot see, they have ears and they cannot hear, they have mouths and they cannot speak, they have hands but the hands can do nothing for anyone, they have legs and feet but they cannot walk.  What a foolish thing it was for Jacob to allow idols to be in his house!  Jacob  should have been teaching his whole family about the true, living God.  Jacob knew about God, and he had even talked with God many times.  God had talked with him, but Jacob never took his family to the house of God and Jacob never went there himself.

(Put down the picture of the idol.)  Jacob was dreaming again.  This was not an ordinary kind of dream; this was a dream that God gave him.  Remember another dream that God gave him?  Remember what he saw?  (Allow the children to tell you briefly about Jacob and the ladder.)  Well, once again God was talking to Jacob in a dream.

God said to Jacob, “Jacob.”

Jacob answered God, “Here I am, Lord.”  Jacob was waiting to see what God would say to him.

God said to Jacob, “I am God.  Remember you were in another place many years ago and many miles from here—a place where you listened to Me?”  Jacob remembered.  God said, “Now, Jacob, you get up out of here.  Leave this country.  Get back to Bethel.  For too long a time you have not thought about living each day to please Me.  For too long a time you have not allowed Me to guide you.  For too long a time you have forgotten the promises that you made to me.”  God was saying all that to Jacob in the dream that Jacob had.  Now, why did God talk to Jacob in a dream?  It was because Jacob did not have the whole Bible as we have it.  Moses had written down some things that God had told him to write down, but that was not nearly all the Bible that we have today.

Jacob woke up from his dream.  He decided that he had to obey God.  He had to talk to Leah and to Rachel about it.  He had to let them know that they were going to have to pack up everything and move.  It would be a long, long journey back to Bethel.  He had to talk to Leah and to Rachel someplace where they could be in private.  With all the children and the servants that he had, there was no chance to talk to Leah and to Rachel without somebody overhearing them.  He told them to meet him outside, to go into a big open field where they could talk.

When Leah and Rachel met Jacob outside in the field, Jacob told them, “God gave me a dream.  We have to leave here.  We have to go back to the place where God and I first talked.”  Leah and Rachel agreed with Jacob.  Their plans were laid.  They packed up everything and moved away.

They were traveling the roads that led back to Bethel.  They had to stop every day to take care of the animals and take care of the children.  Some of their children were already grown up.  Some of their children were little.

As they traveled down the road, Jacob was becoming frightened.  He knew that he was getting close to where Esau lived.  He wondered if Esau was still mad at him.  He wondered if Esau still wanted to kill him.  Jacob wanted to make up with Esau.  Jacob knew that it is not right for brothers and for sisters to fight each other.
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God let Jacob know that He was still watching over him and He wanted him to continue to journey back to Bethel.  How did God let him know that?  Jacob saw what he thought were some men one day.  These men were really messengers of God.  They met Jacob and talked with him and let him know that God was still caring for him and watching over him.  Boy, that made Jacob feel better!  Still, he wondered what it would be like to see Esau again.

Some of Jacob’s servants had traveled on ahead.  Jacob wanted to know if Esau had gotten the news that the big crowd of people who were traveling down the road with all their hundreds of animals was a crowd of people that was being led by Jacob.  Jacob’s men said to Jacob, “Esau is coming this way.  He is not alone; he has four hundred men with him.”  Jacob was afraid.  It sounded like Esau had an army with him and that Esau was planning to fight him.  Jacob decided at this time to stop and pray again.

Jacob prayed, “Dear Lord, I have been a very sinful man.  I do not deserve to have You love me and watch over me.  I am very sorry for all the bad things I have done.  But, please, dear Lord, still watch over me and my whole family.  Please do not let Esau do any harm to any of us.”

It was nighttime.  People had to go to bed and get their rest.  The next day Jacob knew that they were moving closer to where Esau was.  Esau saw them coming.  He ran toward Jacob.  There was no spear nor sword nor dagger in his hand.  He ran with his arms stretched out.  Esau was glad to see Jacob.  How happy that made Jacob feel!  Everything was all right between them again.  Jacob gave Esau lots of presents that day.

After Esau went back to his house, Jacob and his family continued their travels.  They had not yet gotten to Bethel.  They were not very far from Bethel when Jacob said, “All right, we will stop here.  I will buy some land and build a house here.”  What was Jacob doing?  He was stopping too soon.  I don’t understand it.  God had told him to go to Bethel, and God was watching over him and taking care of him all the long journey away from where he had been living with his family, and Jacob stayed there for a few years.  And Jacob had trouble because he did that.  Because Jacob had not obeyed God completely, there was fighting in his family.  A couple of his grown-up sons committed murder.  There was lots and lots of trouble.  It is too bad that Jacob stopped before he had completely obeyed God.

Finally, one day he decided he should keep his promise and get on to Bethel.  He said to Leah and Rachel, “I know that you have some idols.  Give them to me.  We must get rid of them.  The only way to live is to trust the true, living God and to obey Him.”  They gave their idols to Jacob.  Jacob did not just throw them into a garbage can.  He decided to put them away completely.  He dug a big hole by a tree and he buried those idols.  They packed up everything again and began to travel down the road.  They did not have far to go.

Finally, Jacob and his whole family got to Bethel.  Jacob was so glad to get back to the place where he had first trusted God.  If only he had obeyed God many, many years before this.

Children, never stop going to Sunday school and to church.  Every day of your lives ask God to lead you and to guide you.  Every day of your lives obey God.  Don’t make God ever have to say to you, “You have gotten away from Me; now get back.”  Pray every day.  Think every day about the Bible story and of the things that you have learned in Sunday school and church time.  As you are old enough to read the Bible for yourself, make a time every day to do that.  You will always be so glad that you did.
