Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church
=EVENTS FROM GENESIS=

Lesson 12

The Offering of Isaac
Objects to have:

A picture of a traffic signal, mounted on construction paper and fastened to a piece of wood

Two plain squares of paper large enough to cover two of the lights on the traffic signal

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

(Hold up the traffic signal.)  At some of the corners in our cities are traffic lights like this.  This top light, red, means STOP.  When the red light is shining, all the cars that are facing the light must stop.  Anybody who is walking and anybody who is riding a bike and anybody who is driving a truck or a bus, and so forth, must stop, too.  When this middle light, yellow, is shining, everybody who is facing the light must get ready to stop.  When the bottom light is shining—this green light—everybody facing the light may go.

We’re going to pretend something today.  We’re going to pretend that when Abraham lived, God caused traffic lights to shine.  That’s only pretend, because hundreds of years ago when Abraham lived, there were no traffic lights.  Men had not decided how to make them yet.  We will pretend today that this traffic light that I hold in my hands is God’s traffic light.  We’ll pretend that God used it to tell Abraham when to stop and when to go and when to get ready to stop.

Telling the story:

At the beginning of our story Abraham was not called Abraham; he was called Abram.  When he was a tiny baby, and his mother and his daddy named him, they named him Abram.  They loved Abram very much.  They loved God very much, too.  They trusted God, and they listened to Him when He talked with them.

God said to Terah, Abram’s father, “Leave the country where you are living and go to Canaan.  Take your son Abram and take your wife and take the other members of your family and go to Canaan.”  God was shining the green light (cover up the yellow and red lights).  Terah obeyed God, except he stopped before the light changed to red.  God still had the light on green, but Terah stopped.  He did not travel all the way to the new home where God wanted him to live with his family.

Abram’s mother died, and his father died.  Abram was an older man.  God talked to Abram.  He said, “Abram, get out of this place where you are living.  Start moving.  Go into the country where I want you to go.  Only, Abram, just take Sarai with you.  Do not take any other relatives.”

Abram was obeying God’s traffic light.  The light was green, and Abram was getting ready to move from his home into the land of Canaan where God told him to go.  Only, Abram, look at the light.  It is turning to yellow.  (Cover both the green and the red light.)  Abram, get ready to stop.  You are not completely obeying God.  You are taking Lot along with you.  God said for you to get away from all of your relatives, to take only Sarai and those people who work for you.  Be careful, Abram!  Leave Lot behind; obey God completely, or you will have trouble.  Abram took Lot with him, anyway.  We remember the big trouble that Lot got into later on because he was living in the wrong place.

(Cover up only the yellow and the red lights.)  God’s traffic light was green.  The Jordan River was just ahead of Abram.  He had to cross that river to get into the land of Canaan, as God commanded him.  He and those with him were able to cross the river at a place where the water was not deep.  He could stop and let all the animals that were with him get a good drink of water.  Then Abram and Sarai and Lot and his family and all the servants had  a hard time walking.   They had to climb and climb and climb a mountain, and then they were able to go down the 
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other side into a low place.  It was so nice there in Shechem.  There everybody stopped (cover up the yellow and the green lights).  Abram wanted to take time out to talk with God there at Shechem.

Do you remember that in the days before Jesus came to earth men built things of stone and called them altars?  Abram stopped and built an altar at Shechem.  Then he sacrificed some animals there; all the people with Abram and Abram also confessed their sins to God.  God talked to Abram there in Shechem.  God said, “Abram, now you are in the land of Canaan.  This is the land where I wanted you to come.  I make you a promise that unto you and your children after you for many, many years, I will give this land.”  How happy Abram was that he had obeyed God and left his home and came into Canaan.

It would have been nice to stay in Shechem, but God’s green light was still on.  So, Abram and all with him started to travel again.  They were following a path that led between the hills.  They went south until they came to another place, and at this place they stopped, also.  Abram wanted to take time out again to talk with God.  So, at this place that was called Bethel, Abram built another altar.

Abram liked Bethel.  On the hills there were lots of trees.  There were lots of bushes.  There were lots of grasses growing for his animals to eat.  It had not rained, however, for a long time.  Abram decided that he would travel on south.  He decided that he needed to go into Egypt, thinking that this was the thing to do so that his animals would have enough to eat.  But, look out, Abram!  Look at God’s traffic light (cover the green and yellow light).  God is shining his red light to you, Abram.  Do not go into Egypt.  God only commanded you to go into Canaan and to walk all over that land and to take it for yourself and your whole family.  But Abram ran the red light.  He disobeyed God’s signal to stop and to stay in Canaan.

He got into trouble in Egypt.  He told a lie, and he told his wife Sarai to tell a lie.  When that lie was found out, the Egyptians were very upset with him.

Look, Abram, the light is green (cover up the yellow and the red lights).  God wants you to get out of Egypt.  So, Abram and all those with him traveled back to Bethel.  How good it was to get there where God had talked with Abram before and Abram had talked with God before.

After Lot left Abram, God said to Abram, “Look at all this land here in Canaan.  It’s yours, Abram.  I am giving it to you.  Travel through it and claim it.”

So with the light green, Abram traveled as God told him to.  He went to another place and built an altar again.  After he had been there at Hebron, the light turned yellow.  Then it turned red.  Many kings were fighting against each other, and while they were fighting, they captured Lot.  Abram got 318 of his servants together and said, “You are trained to be good soldiers.  Come, follow me.  We have to go rescue Lot from the enemy.”  So, Abram had to interrupt his travels and to fight a battle to rescue Lot.

Other things happened in the life of Abram.  A very important thing happened:  God said, “Abram, your name is no longer going to be Abram.  I want to call you Abraham now.  You will be the father of many nations.  And Sarai will no longer be called Sarai; her name now will be Sarah.  Sarah will be the mother of many nations.”  It was a little hard for Abraham and Sarah to accept this promise.  Both Abraham and Sarah were very old by now—Sarah, ninety years old, and Abraham, one hundred years old—but, God did fulfill His promise as He always does.  Sarah and Abraham had a baby boy.  They named him Isaac.

The green light was still on.  God wanted Abraham and Sarah and all that lived with Abraham to continue to travel throughout the land of Canaan and to claim it for his own.  God had said to Abraham, “Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.”  Abraham obeyed the green light and kept traveling from place to place, up and down the hills and mountains, across small streams of water, through deserts where there was sand for miles and miles and miles and very little water, around and into towns, and through valleys between mountains.  Abraham and Sarah and Isaac and all with them traveled throughout Canaan.   Do you remember how God wanted to see just how much Abraham really loved Him?   God was testing 
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Abraham to see if he really believed Him  and all the promises  that He had made to Abraham.   What a hard  day  that must have been when Abraham climbed a mountain with Isaac, knowing full well that God was demanding that Abraham offer Isaac as a sacrifice on an altar.  Abraham probably cried while he and Isaac collected great big stones and built the altar.  With trembling hands, Abraham tied up his son Isaac and laid him on the altar.  How heavy Abraham’s arm must have been when he raised the knife, getting ready to kill his only son.

It was certainly a good thing that Abraham was used to listening to God when God talked with him.  In that second before Abraham lowered his knife to kill Isaac, God talked to Abraham (cover the yellow and green light).  “Stop!  Stop, Abraham.  Now I know how much you love Me.  You love me enough to kill your own son if I were to command you to do so.  Do not kill Isaac.  Caught in a bush over there is a sheep.  There is your sacrifice.”

Quickly Abraham cut the rope that held Isaac.  He hugged Isaac as he pulled him down from the altar.  Together they caught the sheep and laid it on the altar and sacrificed it, according to God’s command.  Once again, God made His promise to Abraham, saying that He would always honor his name and make of him a great nation.

Abraham was not perfect; nobody is.  Everybody sins everyday.  But Abraham knew what to do about it.  Whenever he did sin, and he did, he told God about his sins; he confessed them.  God forgave him each time because Abraham trusted Him.  Whenever Abraham ran God’s red light, Abraham was sorry.  When Abraham did not go when the green light was shining, Abraham was sorry.  Most of the time Abraham went when the light was green and stopped when the light was red.  Children, please make up your minds always to follow God’s commands about where to go, when to go, and what to do when you get there.  Obey His traffic light.
