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Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=BASIC BIBLE STORIES=

Lesson 4
The Plagues of Egypt
Objects to have: 

This is a story where no props are needed.  By voice inflection and body actions the story can be dramatized and made to live for the children.
Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:  
Snap goes the whip (act as if you are cracking a whip) across the backs of some of the Israelite men.  (Act as if your back hurts.)  Ooh, that hurt so badly!  “Get to work.  Make more bricks.”  An Israelite man is being beaten by an Egyptian guard or taskmaster.  The Egyptians treated the Jewish people very, very mean and did not feel sorry for them at all for many, many years.  The children of Israel made bricks from straw and built many buildings. They built at least two whole cities.

Telling the story:  
Remember baby Moses?  Remember how Jochebed, his mother, got to care for him?  Moses grew up to be a man.  He lived in the palace many years.  Then he lived in another country for 40 more years.  God talked to Moses while Moses was in this other country.  He said, “Moses, I have seen how badly My people are being treated in Egypt.  I want you to lead My people out of Egypt.”  

Moses went back to Egypt.  In Egypt Moses and his brother Aaron went to see the king.  This was a new king to Moses. Moses and Aaron said, “God has said: Let My people go out of Egypt.”  The king said, “I will not let them leave.”

Moses talked to God again about this.  God told Moses, “The king will let the Hebrew people leave Egypt.  I’ll do some things to make the king let you go.  The people will know that I can do anything.”  (Tell the children to have their hands empty of everything. They need to help keep count of how many bad things God had to let happen to the people of Egypt before the king would let God’s people go from the country of Egypt.)
Pharoah, the king, wouldn’t let the people of Israel go from Egypt.  God told Aaron to stretch out his rod over the lakes and rivers and ponds of Egypt.  So Aaron and Moses walked around to the lakes and rivers and ponds and Moses said, “Aaron, stretch out your rod over the waters.”  So Aaron stretched out his rod.  (Act as if you’re doing this.)  Nobody could drink the water.  All the fish died.  The country of Egypt smelled terrible! The people didn’t have any water to drink for seven days.  How would you like to be thirsty now and be told that you could not have a drink of water until next Sunday at this time?  That’s how long the water was turned to blood.  The Egyptian people were even digging in the ground beside the river trying to find some real water to drink instead of some water that had turned to blood.  But, this didn’t happen in the part of the country where the Israelites lived. 

That was the first bad thing or plague.  Do you have one finger held out?  Moses and Aaron went to the king.  “All right, king, you can see what our God did because you didn’t let the Israelites leave Egypt when we first asked you.  You had better let us go or worse things will happen.”

Pharoah said, “You can’t go.  Get back to work.”

Okay.  So Aaron reached out this rod over the streams and rivers and ponds again.  (Reach out your hand.)  This time frogs came up out of the waters.  In all the land of Egypt there were frogs.  (For the following, use your hands and move around to make the action real.)  How would you like to start to crawl into your bed and have many frogs jump out at you?  How would you like to sit down in a chair, and a frog jumps at you?  How would you like to get a drink of water from the kitchen sink, and see a frog looking at you?  How would you like to open the door to walk outside, and frogs jump at you from in front, from the right side, and from the left side?  That’s the way it was even in the house of the king of Egypt and in every house of Egypt.  There were frogs everywhere! The Egyptians were getting so jumpy from the jumping frogs!  But, the frogs did not bother the Israelites where they lived in their part of Egypt.

Pharaoh called for Moses and said, “Ask God to take away all these frogs, and I’ll let your people leave the country.”

Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh and prayed and asked God to stop the frogs from coming up out of the rivers and streams and ponds.  The next day the frogs all died.  There were hills of dead frogs; there had been so many live frogs!  Then they were all dead!  Ah, oh how they smelled!  That was the second plague.  Hold up another finger.  

What bad thing happened first?  The Egyptians’ water all turned to blood.  Then, what plague came?  There were frogs everywhere the Egyptians were.  

Moses and Aaron went back to Pharaoh and said,  “How about it?  May we go?”   The king was stubborn and said, “No!”  By then he was thinking, “What were a few dead frogs?”  You see the magicians of Egypt had performed tricks and had made some water appear to turn to blood and had made frogs come up from the waters, too.  The devil can perform tricks.

It was time for Moses and Aaron to go into action again.  This stubborn king had to be convinced that God wanted His people to leave this country.  So the dust everywhere in Egypt came alive!  That’s right.  The Egyptian mommies would dust the furniture and the dust would crawl away.  They would sweep the floor and the dirt pile would move!  All the dust of the land of Egypt turned to little tiny bugs called lice.  The lice got on everything.  The people were itching all over.  The doggies were itching.  The horses were scratching.  The magicians tried to make lice out of dust, but they couldn’t do it.  That was the third plague.  Hold up a third finger.  Let’s say what three plagues these fingers stand for:  water turned to blood, frogs everywhere, dust turned into lice.  

Moses got up early the next morning because God told him to go to the river and talk to Pharoah.  “If you don’t let the people go, there is going to be swarms of flies come.”

I think that Pharoah told him, “So, what?  I can’t let your people go.”

Then it happened.  Flies came in swarms just as bees swarm.  They were everywhere!  (Bat around as if you’re shooing away flies from you as you talk.)  That is, they were everywhere except in Goshen—the part of Egypt where the Israelites lived.  Flies are dirty insects, aren’t they?  They eat from garbage cans and anything dirty.  The Bible says that they corrupted the whole land of Egypt.

Pharoah sent for Moses and Aaron and told them that they could go and worship their God, but they should stay in Egypt to do so.  Moses said,  “That is not good enough.  I will, however, ask God to take away the flies from your part of Egypt.  You had better let the Israelites go!”  But, Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go.  That was the fourth plague.  (Hold up a fourth finger.)  Let’s say what four plagues these fingers stand for:  water turned to blood, frogs everywhere, dust turned into lice, swarms of flies.

Then all the cattle belonging to the Egyptians died of a very bad disease.  The Egyptians’ horses and donkeys and camels and oxen and sheep got very sick.  Pharaoh had someone go to see whether the animals belonging to the Israelites got this bad sickness.  He learned that they had not.  He still wouldn’t let the people go.  That was the fifth plague.  Hold up five fingers.  What five plagues had God sent thus far?  The water turned to blood, frogs everywhere, dust turned into lice, swarms of flies, and the animals were sick and dying.

(Toss up imaginary ashes.)  God then told Moses to take some ashes from a furnace and sprinkle them toward Heaven.  When he did this, it became dust and every man and every animal in Egypt got big boils—sores on them.  There were even boils on the magicians, too.  Pharaoh was still too proud to obey God’s command.  That was the sixth plague. Hold up six fingers.  Name the first six plagues:  water turned to blood, frogs everywhere, dust turned into lice, swarms of flies, animals sick and dying, boils on all the Egyptians.  You would think that surely by now the king would let God’s people leave Egypt!  However, He did not.

Some Egyptian children heard thunder one day and said, “Look, Mommy, it’s hailing.”  It was a very bad storm.  The hailstones were great big and broke buildings.  The hailstones made big holes in houses and ruined them.  Not only was there a bad hail storm, but there was also fire going along the ground.  In the fields the hail now killed the animals that had been left alive after the terrible illness.  The hail and the fire broke and burned down buildings and destroyed much of Egypt.  The people of Egypt asked their king if he hadn’t had enough.  They had.  Still he would not let the Israelites leave Egypt.  That was the seventh plague.  Hold up seven fingers.  Let’s name the first seven plagues:  water turned to blood, frogs everywhere, dust turned into lice, swarms of flies, animals sick and dying, boils on all the Egyptians, very bad hail.

Pharaoh said to Moses, “I’ll tell you what you can do.  Lead the men out of Egypt to worship, but leave the children and the women in Egypt.”  This was not good enough for God, was it?  He wanted them all to go out of Egypt.

God caused a strong east wind to blow.  Listen.  The people of Egypt heard a strange whirring noise.  It was getting closer and closer.  The sun was covered with a weird dark cloud.  The cloud was moving fast.  It was getting lower.  What was it?  It was thousands and millions of flying bugs coming down on their homes, their fields, their trees, their men, women and children.  Locusts!  Locusts were everywhere!  Locusts ate all the food growing on the trees and the ground.  It was terrible for the people of Egypt.  The Israelites weren’t bothered at all by them.  Moses asked God to send the locusts away.  A strong west wind blew them into the Red Sea.  That was the eighth plague.  Hold up eight fingers.  Can we name all the bad things God had to send to Egypt because the Egyptians were so wicked? The water was turned to blood, the frogs everywhere, the dust turned into lice, swarms of flies, animals sick and dying, boils on all the Egyptians, very bad hail, and clouds of locusts.

For three days it was dark in all of Egypt.  The Bible tells us that it was a very heavy darkness.  Nobody could see a thing—not even people in their own houses.  It was so scary!  Pharoah sent for Moses and said, “All right.  You may go with your men and women and children, but leave all your animals here.”  But, God didn’t want that.  They all had to go with all that they owned.  

Pharoah said, “Then you cannot leave Egypt with your people.  And don’t let me ever see your face again.”  This was the ninth plague.  Hold up nine fingers.  Name the bad things that had happened to the Egyptians:  water turned to blood, frogs everywhere, dust turned into lice, swarms of flies, animals sick and dying, boils on all the Egyptians, very bad hail, clouds of locusts, thick darkness.

Moses knew that one more awful thing was going to happen to Pharoah and his people and then the king would let the Israelites leave Egypt.  God told Moses that He was going to kill all the oldest persons in each family of the Egyptians.  “Moses, if you want your people to be safe from this plague, tell the men to kill a little boy lamb and sprinkle some of its blood on the lintel and the two side posts of the door of their houses.”  They did this.  About midnight that night there was at least one person in each Egyptian home killed by God’s death angel, but no Israelites were killed.  Finally, the king told them to leave the country.  The people of Egypt even gave them some presents to take with them.  This had been the tenth plague.  Hold up ten fingers.  Name the ten awful things that had to come to the Egyptians:  water turned to blood, frogs everywhere, dust turned into lice, swarms of flies, animals sick and dying, boils on all the Egyptians, very bad hail, clouds of locusts, thick darkness, firstborn Egyptians killed by God.  Wasn’t it too bad that God had to let all these bad things happen to the Egyptians?  They just wouldn’t obey God, though, would they?

LEARN OUR BIBLE VERSE: Exodus 4:12, “Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.”

