Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=KINGS OF THE BIBLE=

Lesson 6

Jehoshaphat
Objects to have:

The “map” cut apart into the two kingdoms, and prepared for either a bulletin board or a flannel board

Chalk and chalkboard

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

Jehoshaphat became the new king of Judah.  His great-great-grandfather was King Rehoboam.  We heard about wicked King Ahab last Sunday.  Ahab was king in this part of the divided-up country (put Israel on the board)—this is Israel. Jehoshaphat was king over this part of the divided-up country.  (Put Judah on the board.)  This part is called Judah.  Israel (point to Israel) was called the Northern Kingdom; Judah (point to Judah), the Southern Kingdom.

Telling the story:

Jehoshaphat was such a good king.  He loved God.  He told the people to love God and to pray to Him.  He told them not to bow down to idols, and he wanted all the people of his country to hear the Bible stories.  He sent Bible-story teachers all over the country to teach God’s Word to mothers and daddies and boys and girls.  Jehoshaphat told his people that they should do right always.

God was pleased that Jehoshaphat was doing right.  God let Jehoshaphat be a rich man.  God let him have lots of money and own lots of animals and clothes and nice buildings.  His people liked him, and even people of other nations liked Jehoshaphat.  It was exciting when King Jehoshaphat would visit the cities of his country!  When the king would come to town, everybody came to see him!

One day King Jehoshaphat was in his palace in Jerusalem.  Some men went running through the country of Judah.  (Bend your arms as if you’re going to run and maybe run a step or two.)  They were running to the palace. “Oh, please, don’t anybody get in our way!”  (Wave your arms as if you are pushing people out of your path.)  “We have to hurry to see the king.”

They came to the palace.  (Bow as if you’re having an audience with the king.)  “Oh, King, we have urgent news to tell you.  We have seen an army coming into our land.  It is a huge army.  It’s a lot larger than our army.  The soldiers are marching this way right now, O King.  They are not many miles away.  What shall we do?”

King Jehoshaphat was afraid.  (Put your hand up to your head.)  Then he began to think.  (Put your hands behind your back and pace up and down.)  Many of his people could be killed!  If the enemy army would win, they would take some of his people prisoner; they would take the land of Judah for their own.  “What shall I tell my people to do?”

(Stop walking.  Stand still and look up as if a marvelous thought has come to you.)  “God can do anything.  God sees and hears everything.  He can help us.  God tells us to ask Him for help.”

(Speak as if the king is giving a command.)  “Call all the people together.  Tell them that we will have a day of fasting.  We will not eat all day.  We will pray.  We will ask God what we should do.  Hurry now.  Get the people to come.”

Messengers went out from the palace.  They went in all directions.  They called to people wherever they saw them.  “Daddies and mothers, come.  Bring the girls and boys, too.  We are going to meet together to pray.  We are in great danger.  An enemy army is coming this way.  We need to ask God to protect us.”
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People came hurrying to Jerusalem from every city in Judah.  They rushed with their families to the prayer meeting that King Jehoshaphat had called.  (Start speaking quietly and slowly.)  Nobody was laughing.  Nobody had a lunch.  Everybody was very quiet, I think.  Everybody was afraid for what the enemy army might do when they got into their cities.

(Speak quietly.)  The king stood up.  King Jehoshaphat did not say a word to the people.  He just started to pray.  Everybody stood and listened while he led them in prayer.  King Jehoshaphat prayed, “Dear Lord, You have been so good to us.  You have led our people into this land.  Now this army that is coming into our country is from other countries.  Please take care of us; don’t let this army bring any harm upon us.”

God could see His people all gathered to the prayer meeting.  He saw the boys and the girls; He saw the men and the ladies.  He loved them all; they were His people.  He always wanted the best for them.  God heard the prayer of King Jehoshaphat.

God spoke to one man in that whole great big crowd of people.  Who do you think that one man was that God spoke to?  It wasn’t King Jehoshaphat; it was a preacher.  God told this preacher what to tell the people.

The preacher said to the people, “Listen to me, all you people of Judah.  God says that you should not be afraid.  He knows that this is a huge army that is coming up against you.  But you don’t have to worry about fighting this great big army.  God is going to fight this army for you.  The battle is not going to be your battle; the battle is going to be God’s.  ‘Be not afraid...the battle is...God’s.’”  That was good news!

The preacher said to the people (cup your hands around your mouth), “Listen, now.  Tomorrow we should go out and meet that big army.  God is telling us where the army is.”  (Sketch on the chalkboard as you tell the children the army’s location.)  “This is the Dead Sea.  Here is the cliff of Ziz.  Here is the wilderness of Jeruel.  You will find the army right here, at the end of the little river.  Now, don’t worry.  You will not have to fight in this battle.  You just stand still there and watch the Lord save you from this enemy army.  Go tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.”

(Sound happy and relieved and thankful.)  King Jehoshaphat got down on his knees and bowed his head and thanked the Lord for this message.  The people also were so thankful that they fell to their knees and bowed their heads and thanked God.  They were worshipping Him.  Then the people stood up, and many said real loudly, “Praise the Lord!”

They all found places to sleep that night.  Very early the next morning all the people got up.  King Jehoshaphat called for them to listen to him.  He said, “I want to choose some singers from among you.”  Maybe he chose the Beginner Choir, the Primary Choir, the Junior Choir and other choirs.  He said, “Now, I want all you singers to march in front of the army from our country.”

All the singers got lined up and started walking ahead of the army.  The choir started to sing.  They sang, “Praise Him, Praise Him.”  They sang, “Praise the Lord; for His mercy endureth forever.”  They had a wonderful time singing about the Lord.

As soon as they started singing, things started happening.  (Sound amazed.)  The people of Judah could not see the enemy, but God did, and He made something very strange happen.  The enemy soldiers started fighting each other.  Can you imagine that?  This great big army that was coming to fight the country of Judah was fighting itself!  The fight was so bad that all the army of the enemy was completely destroyed.

The people with King Jehoshaphat were still walking toward the enemy army, but they still could not see them!  Suddenly, someone saw a watchtower in the wilderness.  Somebody climbed into the tower to see if the enemy army could be seen.  (Shade your eyes with your hand.)  He looked out over the hills.  “There is the army of the enemy, but it is not moving!  All the army of the enemy has been destroyed.  The soldiers have killed each other!”
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The good news spread!  The king and the people rejoiced and praised God!  The enemy could not hurt the people of Judah now.

The enemy had lots of money and precious jewels.  For three days the Lord let King Jehoshaphat’s people collect all the money and precious jewels that the enemy had left.  Then on the fourth day, the people sang some more songs, praising God.

Then the army of Judah and all the singers returned to Jerusalem, playing horns and harps and having a good time, telling all the wonderful things that God had done for them.  When they got into Jerusalem, they all went to church.

King Jehoshaphat had told his people, “...Believe in the Lord....”  Let’s learn that part of the Bible verse that is found in II Chronicles 20:20.

God wants us to trust Him, too.  Do you trust Him?

