Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church
=EVENTS FROM GENESIS=

Lesson 15

Jacob's Ladder

Objects to have:

Pictures of different dwellings:  Apartments, mobile home, houses

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

I have some pictures with me.  These are pictures of different places where people live.  (Show the pictures one at a time, saying something like this:)  A teacher asked Gregory, “Where do you live?”  The teacher wanted to be able to visit Gregory or to send him a letter.  Gregory lived in a house like this.  Every house has a number.  Every house is on a street or a road that is named or numbered.  Maybe the number on Gregory's house is 20 and the name of his street is Condit Street.  The street is in a city and the city is in a state.  Maybe Gregory's complete address is 20 Condit Street, Hammond, Indiana.  Now, this is a mobile home.  This is where Patrick lives.  Here is an apartment building.  In this building live many families.  Each person, wherever he lives, should know his address; he should be able to tell where he lives.

Penny one day was sitting on the couch beside her mother.  Her mother was teaching Penny her address.  Penny was saying her address over and over again so that she would be sure to remember it.  Then Penny said, “I heard about God in Sunday school.  I wonder where He lives?”  Mother told Penny the Bible story that I am going to tell you.  In our Bible story for today a man learned where God lives.

Telling the story:

Jacob was the name of the man.  Jacob had a brother, and he was named Esau.  Esau was so angry with his brother Jacob!  Jacob had tricked Esau.  Jacob had pretended to be Esau by dressing like him and by putting on his arms the skins of goats.  That way his arms would feel hairy like Esau's arms.  Jacob then went to see his father who was blind.  Jacob's father thought that Jacob was his older brother Esau because Jacob was dressed in Esau's clothes and because his arms felt hairy like Esau's arms.  That was the way that Jacob got the most important blessing from his father, the blessing that belonged to the oldest brother in the house.

After Jacob had been in to see his father, Jacob and Esau's mother met Jacob.  Their mother said to Jacob, “Jacob, you had better leave home.  Your brother Esau is very angry with you.  He is so angry that he has vowed to kill you.”  What a frightening bit of news this was to Jacob!  So Jacob decided to leave home.

Jacob started traveling.  Jacob hurried away from home to keep from being killed by Esau.  Where would Jacob go?  He would go to the house where his uncle lived.  It was a long way there, however.  How lonely Jacob was as he traveled!  He could not get to his uncle's house in one day.  Jacob also began to wonder, what was his uncle like?  What would the rest of Jacob's life be like?  Where would he live?  What work would he do?  He needed help on his journey; he needed God to help him.

Then Jacob thought about home:  What was Mother doing about now?  Was she fixing sandwiches for lunch?  Was she baking cookies and spreading them out on the table?  Was she deciding to have a picnic supper?  Would he ever see his mother again?  Would he ever see his father again?  If his brother ever found him, would his brother surely kill him?
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It was getting late in the day.  The sun was getting very low in the sky.  It would soon be dark.  When it got dark, Jacob knew that he could not continue traveling.  He would have to stop for the night.  Where would he stop?  There were no motels beside the road where he was traveling.  There were no hotels, no inns.  He guessed that he would just have to stay outside and sleep in a field someplace.  As Jacob traveled along, he began to look over the fields.  Where would be the best place to sleep for the night?  Could he be sure that there were no wild animals around?  Could he be sure that there were no robbers or murderers hiding in the hills or behind the rocks?  Would he be safe for the night?

Jacob saw a place where he decided to sleep.  The ground looked so hard, but he would have to lie down someplace.  Jacob saw a big rock.  Perhaps it was shaped like a pillow.  He decided to use the rock for a pillow.  He could at least lay his head on something besides the dirty ground.  He got the rock and rolled it to the best place on the ground that he could see.  He pulled his clothes tightly around him so that he could remain as warm as possible.  He lay down and put his head on the rock.  Only because he was so tired did he fall asleep.  He did not feel safe nor did he feel comforted.  Jacob was sad and lonely and frightened, but he fell asleep.

Sometimes while we are asleep we see things and hear things; in other words, we have dreams.  We dream while we are asleep.  Sometimes we remember our dreams the next morning.  They are usually very funny.  They are usually so mixed up that we cannot imagine why we dreamed what we did while we were asleep.  Jacob slept with his head on a rock for a pillow, his clothes pulled around him tightly for a blanket, the dirty ground for a bed.  While Jacob slept, he dreamed.  The dream he dreamed, however, was one which God gave him.  See, children, the story of Jacob is found here in the first book of the Bible.  (Hold up your Bible which is open to Genesis.)  Jacob did not have the rest of the Bible to read as we do.  God can talk to us in all these hundreds of pages as we read the Bible, but God had to talk to Jacob in a dream.  (Put down your Bible.)

Jacob had a wonderful dream!  First of all, Jacob saw in his dream a ladder.  It was not a ladder leaning against a house so that somebody could paint the house.  It was not a ladder standing in the middle of a room so that somebody could wash the ceiling and then the walls in the room.  The ladder which Jacob saw in his dream was so tall that it stretched from Heaven to earth, and the ladder was outside where Jacob was.  There it was, just standing there.

Then in his dream Jacob saw something on the ladder.  Jacob saw many angels on the ladder.  What are angels?  Angels are God's messengers and helpers.  Angels are not people; angels never were people and people will never be angels.  Angels were made by God to do special jobs for Him.  The angels that Jacob saw in his dream were not just standing there; the angels were going up and down on the ladder.  As Jacob watched in his dream, he saw angels ascending and descending on the ladder; the angels were going up and down on the ladder.  Then suddenly in his dream Jacob heard a voice.  The voice was the voice of God talking to Jacob.

“I am the Lord God.  The land where you are lying is going to be yours someday.  It will also belong to your family whom you will have someday.”  Oh, God was there!  Jacob was not all alone!  God said more in Jacob's dream, “I am with thee.  I will always be with you.  Every place where you go, I will be there.  I will watch over you and take care of you.  I will never leave you.”  While Jacob was home, he had heard about God, but he thought that God could not leave the country where Jacob lived.

Jacob woke up.  I am sure he rubbed his eyes and shook his head.  Then he realized that the dream he had had was not an ordinary dream.  It was God truly talking with him.  Jacob said, “God is in this place, and I did not know it.  Oh, how sinful I have been!  I must confess to God my sins and ask Him to forgive me.”  Jacob set up the big stone which he had used for a pillow and he called it an altar.  There he confessed his sins to God, and God forgave him.  Then Jacob gave that place a name, “I will call this place the house of God because here I met God.”  Jacob named the place Bethel, which means, “The house of God.”  What did Jacob name the place where he saw the wonderful dream that God had given him?  Jacob named it Bethel, didn't he?  What did Jacob do at Bethel?  At Bethel Jacob confessed his sins and trusted God to be his Saviour.
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Then Jacob made a promise to God.  Jacob said, “Dear Lord, if You will be with me, and if You will keep me all the way as You have said, and if You will give me food to eat and clothing to wear and take care of me and then let me return to my father's house in peace, You will surely be my God.”

Then Jacob made another promise.  He said, “I will always remember this place.  I will remember Bethel.  I know now that God lives everywhere; God can be everywhere.”

Then Jacob made another promise to God.  Jacob said, “Of everything that You give me, dear Lord, I will give You back part of it.  I will give You one-tenth of everything that I have.”

The very loneliest and most unhappy day of Jacob's life turned into the most wonderful and the happiest day of his life.  Jacob met God and he turned his life over to God.

Then Jacob continued on his journey.  Next Sunday we will learn more about Jacob.  We'll see if he kept his promises to God.

Let's think about our special Bible verse:  “And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.”  Genesis 28:16.  Jacob learned where God lives; He lives in Heaven and also with all people who trust Him.
