Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=KINGS OF THE BIBLE=

Lesson 5

Ahab

Objects to have:

A ruler

A stone

A small Bible or a picture of a Bible

A bunch of grapes in a sack

A sheet of paper, an envelope, and a pen or pencil

Some coins

A picture of the golden calf

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

(As you talk about them, tape to poster board or the back of a flannel board the first five objects mentioned above.  Put the first three objects in a vertical straight row; put the last two objects to the left and the right under the other three.)

Let’s put on our “thinking caps” and think about some Bible kings.

The very first king in the country of Israel was Saul.  Saul was a tall, handsome man who stood head and shoulders taller than the next tallest man.  We’ll let this ruler remind us of Saul.  (Put it up.)

David was the next king.  Before David became king, he killed the giant Goliath with a stone from his slingshot.  This stone reminds us of David.  (Put up the stone.)

Solomon was the third king of Israel.  Solomon asked God for wisdom.  Wisdom comes from God.  We’ll let this Bible stand for Solomon.  (Put it up.)

Then the country got split into two parts.  King Rehoboam ruled over the Southern Kingdom, which was called Judah.  Say this with me:  The Southern Kingdom was named Judah.  (Have the children do this.)  This coin makes us think of the taxes that Rehoboam was going to charge his people.  (Put up the coin.)

Jeroboam became king of the larger part of the country; it was called Israel—the Northern Kingdom.  Say this with me:  The Northern Kingdom was named Israel.  (Have the children do this.)  Jeroboam made two big golden calves and made God angry with him.  This golden calf makes us think of Jeroboam.  (Put up the golden calf.)

Now, say their names with me.  Who were the three kings before the country was divided?  They were Saul, David and Solomon.  Who was the first king over each part?  Rehoboam was over Judah; Jeroboam was over Israel.

We’ll hear about Ahab today.  He was king over this part.  (Point under the calf on the Israel side of the board.)  He was king over Israel.  Five (hold up five fingers) men were king after Jeroboam.  Then came the king named Ahab.

Telling the story:

I think that when Ahab was a little boy, this is the way things happened at his house:  Whoever was taking care of Ahab would say, “Ahab, come on, it’s time for you to go to bed.”
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Ahab would say, “No!  I don’t want to.”  (Stomp your foot.)

(Turn your head to look in the other direction.)  “Please, Sweetheart, you need your rest.”

(Turn your head to look the other way.)  “No!”

Ahab was not acting right!  Ahab was disobeying his mother, and he was allowed to do this!

Maybe Ahab and his mother would go shopping.  Ahab would say, “Mommy, I want that toy.”

“I’m sorry, dear, but I don’t have money to buy that toy for you today.”

“Oh, please?”

I think that Ahab did not learn to obey when he was a young boy; I think that he pouted and got mad when he could not have his way.  He did not learn to love God, either.  Then, Ahab heard about the two golden calves that Jeroboam had built.  Ahab wanted to do wrong just like Jeroboam.  Ahab did not want to trust God.  Ahab did not want to obey God.  Ahab never learned to do right.

Ahab grew to be a man.  Ahab got to be king of Israel.  Then he got married; he married a lady who bowed down and worshipped idols.  She would not trust God.  She was very mean; she was not sweet and nice.  She was bossy, too.  Her name was Jezebel.

Ahab was a sissy.  Ahab did not act like a man; he let Jezebel boss him and tell him what to do.  He let Jezebel tell the people of the country what to do, too.  He did not take his job of king seriously.  Ahab also did not stop bowing down to idols.  He would not trust the true, living God.

One day Ahab went to the summer palace—the palace where he lived in the summertime.  Ahab saw the field where his neighbor had some grapes growing.  (Put out the grapes from the bag.)  Ahab looked at the field and thought, “This field is close to the summer palace.  It is close to the kitchen of the palace.  This would make a fine field for growing some plants that can be used in cooking meals in the palace.  I think that I will speak to the man who owns this field of grapes, this vineyard.”

So, Ahab knocked on his neighbor’s door.  (Knock.)  “Hello there, Naboth.  I’ve come to tell you that I would like to have your field that is close to the palace.  I could trade you one of my fields for this field; or, if you don’t want to do that, I’ll pay you money for your field.  What do you say, Naboth?”

Naboth shook his head and said, “No, I’m sorry.  I cannot sell you this field, nor can I trade one of your fields for it.  This field where grapes are growing was given to me by my daddy.  I cannot let anyone else have this vineyard.”

Ahab turned around and went home to the other palace in Samaria; and this is the way that he walked and looked.  (Walk with head down, pouting and frowning.)  Ahab went into the house and went right to his room.  He flung himself on his bed.  He turned on his side and faced the wall.  He lay there and pouted because he could not have the field that he wanted.  Can you imagine that?  A king acting like a bad boy!

The servants brought his supper into his room.  He raised up and said, “I don’t want to eat.  Take that tray of food away.”  Then he lay back down with his face to the wall, still pouting. Queen Jezebel heard that Ahab was not eating.  Jezebel came to his room and spoke to Ahab.  (Sound sickening sweet.)  “Ahab, what is the matter?”

Ahab told Jezebel (sound pouty), “Naboth will neither trade nor sell the grape field to me.”

Jezebel said, “You poor dear.  Are you the king, or aren’t you?  People should do what you want them to do.  Get up, now, Ahab.  Eat some food.  Be happy again.  I’ll see to it that you get that field that you want.”
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This wicked queen sat down and started to write some letters.  (Pretend to write a letter on the stationery that you have brought.)  She wrote letters to some of the leaders of the city where Naboth lived.  Then she signed the king’s name to the letters.  (Seal the letter in an envelope and pretend that you are handing it to someone.)  She gave the letters to some messengers who took them to the leaders.  The leaders opened their letters and read them.  (Open your letter and “read” it.)  I think that the leaders were horrified.  The letter said, “There is going to be a trial.  Take Naboth prisoner and put him in the witness chair of the court.  After witnesses have told of the wrong that he has done, take Naboth outside the city walls and kill him by stoning him with huge stones.” Only these witnesses were going to make up the stories against Naboth—Naboth had not done anything wrong.

The leaders had to do what the king had commanded, only we know that Ahab had not commanded it—Queen Jezebel had ordered this terrible thing to be done.  So, the leaders sent some soldiers to Naboth’s house.  The soldiers forced him to come with them.  On the day that court was held, Naboth sat in the witness chair where he was supposed to sit in the courtroom.  Two witnesses came and told made-up bad things against Naboth.  Then Naboth was taken outside the city.  There he was stoned with stones until he died.  His sons were also killed.

After this awful thing was done, someone went to the palace to tell Queen Jezebel.  When she heard the news of Naboth’s death, she laughed her terrible laugh and said, “Ah, ha, it is done.  Ahab, Ahab, did you hear that?  Now Naboth is dead.  His sons are dead, too.  You can have the field that he would not let you have.  See, I told you that I could get it for you.”

God heard the lies, and He saw the murders!  God knows everything!  God punishes the wrong, and God blesses the right.

There was a man of God, named Elijah.  God talked to Elijah.  “Elijah, go visit Ahab.  Tell him these things that I tell you to tell him.”

Elijah obeyed God.  He went and found King Ahab in Naboth’s vineyard, the field of grapes.  Elijah said (say this forcibly), “Ahab, you have sold yourself to do only wicked things.  God has seen you.  God will bring evil upon you.  He will kill all the members of your family because you have made Him so angry with you.  You have allowed Jezebel to lead in these wicked things.”

When Ahab heard what God told Elijah to tell him, Ahab suddenly realized how terribly wicked he had been.  Ahab was sorry for his sin.  He tore off his beautiful, expensive clothes because he was so sorry.  He put on some ugly, cheap clothes.  He was showing that he was not proud now.  Suddenly, Ahab wanted to live God’s way.

God saw Ahab repenting of his sins.  Because Ahab decided not to be proud anymore and to do right, God decided not to let harm come to any of Ahab’s family until after Ahab would die.  After Ahab died, then God let bad things happen to Ahab’s family because of the bad sins of Ahab and Jezebel; and God let Jezebel die a terrible death!

Children, let’s never be as Ahab was.  Let’s ask Jesus to come into our hearts, if we have not already done so.  Then let’s ask Jesus to help us to obey Him and do just what He wants us to do.
