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=BEHIND THE SCENES IN THE BIBLE=

Lesson 23

The Story of the Lions’ Den

SCRIPTURE:  Daniel 6.
INTRODUCTION:  When we think of Daniel, we think of the lions’ den.  Daniel was a young man from Israel in captivity in Babylon.  The Medes and Persians had defeated the Babylonian empire, and now the world kingdom is the kingdom of Media-Persia.  Let us notice the story of Daniel in the lions’ den.

  I.
DANIEL HAD PREPARED HIMSELF FOR THIS BIG BATTLE BY BEING FAITHFUL IN THE SMALL BATTLES.  He had not eaten the king’s meat nor drunk the king’s wine.  Now he is ready for a big battle.  Young people who will not stand at school will not stand in the big battles of life later.  Children who cheat at school will cheat in big battles later.  Childhood is a preparation time for adulthood.  Things, decisions, and issues may seem small, and they may be small, but they are not small when one realizes that the way little decisions are faced in childhood is the way big decisions will be faced in adult years.  The way one resists a little temptation as a child will prepare him to resist big temptations later in life.  Daniel stood the test in his youth in little matters.  Now he faces a big matter.  He has worked his way up and has become the third person in the empire.

 II.
DANIEL HAD A GOOD ATTITUDE.  Daniel 6:3.  Notice the words, “an excellent spirit.”  What this means is that Daniel was a spiritual man, not only in the sense of being a good Christian, but he was a man who thought on spiritual matters.  His mind was not on “things” all the time.  He thought of ideas, qualities, spiritual characteristics.  In other words, he was a loyal fellow.  He was friendly, cooperative, helpful; all of these qualities are combined in the words “an excellent spirit.”

III.
DANIEL WAS ABOVE REPROACH AS FAR AS HIS CHARACTER WAS CONCERNED.        Daniel 6:4.  Because Daniel was an Israelite and had such strong convictions, and because he had embarrassed his contemporaries by being able to interpret the dreams of the king, he was hated by them.  They tried to find some way to indict him.  They could not find a way.  Notice the words, “they could find none occasion or fault.”  In other words, Daniel walked consistently before men.  In fact, in verse 5 they went on to say, “We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”  In other words, Daniel respected authority.  He obeyed the law.  He was disciplined.  The only thing they could find against him was his faithfulness to his God.

 IV.
DANIEL’S HABIT OF PRAYER.  Daniel 6:10.  Daniel went regularly to his house and prayed.  Three times each day he opened his windows, got down on his knees, and prayed toward Jerusalem.  His enemies led the king into making a decree that whoever should ask a petition of any god or any man for thirty days, save the king himself, would be cast into the den of lions.  They knew that Daniel would stand up for his religion and for his God.  Daniel faced a choice—whether to stop his prayer habits or to be cast into the lions’ den.  Notice the words in verse 10, “as he did aforetime.”  Here is the key:  Daniel did not start something in order to cause trouble or to create persecution.  He simply would not stop what he had been doing.  He continued praying three times a day on his knees in his house, with his windows being open toward Jerusalem.  Because of this practice, he was cast into the lions’ den.

  V.
JESUS WAS THERE.  Notice Daniel 6:22, “My God hath sent his angel.”  The angel of the Lord usually represents the Lord Jesus Himself.  If God’s people will not turn or yield to temptation, Jesus is with them.  Think how many times in the Bible Christ made His presence available to those who were in trouble.  When the Hebrew children were in the fiery furnace, the Son of God was there with them.  The night before Joshua was to cross the Jordan River and fight the battle of Jericho for God, the Unseen Captain met him.  When Jacob was about to go back to Esau and face his angry brother, he wrestled with Jesus all night by the river Jabbok.  When Stephen was dying, he looked up and saw Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  When God’s people stand for God, Jesus stands with them.  In the darkest hours, we find Him.  In the hardest battles, we find Him.  In carrying the heaviest burdens, we find Him.  So it was with Daniel.

 VI.
DANIEL’S PROMOTION.  Of course, God came and closed the mouths of the lions, and Daniel was not hurt.  In Daniel 6:28, we find that he prospered in the reign of Daruis and in the reign of Cyrus.  Daniel led in the conversion of Cyrus and perhaps in that of Nebuchadnezzar.  Because Daniel stood, the temple and the wall of Jerusalem were rebuilt and the people returned to their homeland.  It is important that every Christian stand!  Where did this all start?  It began when Daniel was a boy and chose not to eat the king’s meat and drink the king’s wine.  Tremendous consequences came from a seemingly little and insignificant beginning.

