Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=KINGS OF THE BIBLE=

Lesson 4

Jeroboam

Objects to have:

Some pieces of clothing that can be slipped on over your other clothing

A Halloween mask

Honey in a jar or just an empty honey jar; something to represent biscuits and bread, or actual biscuits and bread (the biscuits were brittle)

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

Do you have a mask to wear for Halloween?  (Hold up your mask.)  On Halloween we wear a mask so that others can’t tell who we really are.  Look at me; see how I look?  Now, look with this mask on.  If all that you could see would be my head, it would be hard for you to know me with this mask on.  We call this a disguise.  (Take off your mask and put it down.)

I want to tell you a sort of Halloween story from the Bible.  (Pick up your Bible.)  Someone in the Bible dressed in a disguise so that others would not know her.  (Put down your Bible.)

First, I have a riddle for you.  Let’s see if we can guess the name of a man from my riddle.  (Use your fingers.  Put up a different finger for each additional fact.)  This man came to see King Rehoboam, right after Rehoboam became king.  This man came with some other people to see King Rehoboam.  This man asked about taxes when he came to see King Rehoboam.  Then this man became a king after he asked about taxes.  The last part of this man’s name sounds like the last part of Rehoboam.  Yes, his name was Jeroboam.

Telling the story:

Before I tell you about the lady with the disguise, I want to tell you some more about King Jeroboam.  Jeroboam became the king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  He became afraid.  He became afraid that the people in his kingdom would someday change their minds and want King Rehoboam to be their king.  He was afraid that if his people ever went to the Southern Kingdom where King Rehoboam was, they would surely want to have King Rehoboam be their king, and they would tell Jeroboam that he should not be their king any longer.  Jeroboam thought and thought about how to keep his people out of the Southern Kingdom; he did not want them to go and visit there.

But, in the Southern Kingdom was the city of Jerusalem.  In Jerusalem was the temple.  All the people would want to go to the temple, at least on important days.  What could Jeroboam do to keep his people who lived in the Northern Kingdom from going to visit in the Southern Kingdom where Rehoboam was the king?

One day Jeroboam said, “I have it!  I won’t ever again let my people go to Jerusalem to the temple.  I’ll make places of worship here in the Northern Kingdom.”

He started to build two places of worship.  (Put your fingers on your lips.  Lean forward to “whisper” to the children.)  He did not think about God’s being everywhere.  He decided to make something that people could look at when they pray and worship!  God would not like that!  No one is supposed to look at a picture or a statue when he prays!

(Straighten up.)  We cannot see God with these eyes, can we; but we know that when we pray, God hears us, and we know that God sees us all the time.  God commands that no one should make anything that we can see when we pray.
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God saw Jeroboam disobey Him!  God saw Jeroboam make something for the people to pray to.  God saw Jeroboam make two great big statues that looked like baby cows, and he made them out of gold.  He made two golden calves.  He put one in one city and the other in another city of the Northern Kingdom.  Then he told the people that they did not need to go to God’s temple in Jerusalem anymore to worship; they could bow down to these golden calves.  The thing which Jeroboam did displeased God very much!

God sent a man one day to tell Jeroboam that what he was doing was wrong.  Jeroboam said that he was sorry, but I know that Jeroboam was not really sorry.  Do you know how I know that Jeroboam was not really sorry for his wrongdoing?  Because he did not stop doing wrong.  He kept on worshipping those golden calves, and he let his people worship them, too.

God had given Jeroboam a chance to be sorry for his sin.  Jeroboam did not take this chance to be sorry.  God saw all this happening.

Now, for the part of the story about the lady with the disguise.

Jeroboam had a little boy whose named was Abijah.  Abijah loved God.  Because he loved God, he tried to do right all the time.  The people of the country liked Abijah.

Abijah got sick one day.  Abijah’s mother watched over him and took care of him.  She probably put him to bed and said, “You have to stay in bed, Son, because you are sick.  Obey Mommy, Abijah.  Don’t get out of bed unless I tell you that you may get up.  Try to sleep now.”  Just like our mommies, Abijah’s mother probably watched all day to see whether he felt better so that he could get up and sit on the couch.  She probably watched to see whether he felt like eating.  Abijah’s daddy, King Jeroboam, would come to Abijah’s room to see how he was.  Abijah was not getting any better.  He was still sick.

Then one day Jeroboam got to thinking.  (Put your chin in your hand and act as if you are thinking.)  “I wonder if the man of God in Shiloh will tell us if our boy is going to get well or if he’s going to die.”  (At this point drop your hand down and pound it on the stand or in the other hand.  Pace back and forth a little.)  “But, I cannot go to talk to him because God will tell him to tell me how bad I have been.  I don’t want anyone to talk to me like that.  I just want to know whether my boy is going to get well.”  (Now, snap your fingers as if you have had a good thought.)  “I know what I will do:  I’ll send my wife, Abijah’s mother.”  (Put your hand back on your chin.)  “Hum, what if someone recognizes her so that the man of God knows who is coming to see him?  What if he recognizes her?”  (Snap your fingers again.)  “That’s easy!  “I’ll have her put on a disguise.  Nobody will recognize her that way.  Nobody will know that this is King Jeroboam’s wife!”

So, King Jeroboam went to talk to his wife.  “Wife, let’s see if the man of God—the preacher—in Shiloh knows whether Abijah is going to get well.  Dress up so that no one seeing you as you go knows you and so that he won’t know you.  Here, wear this.”  (Get out your garments of disguise and your mask and put them on.)  “Now, go to the man of God.  Nobody will know who you are.  Also, take these biscuits (pick them up), these loaves of bread and this bottle of honey as presents for the man of God.”  (With your arms full of the presents, start walking.)

Abijah’s mother started out on her little trip to Shiloh.  Because she did not look at all like a queen, the man of God would not know her—she thought!  Besides, the man of God was getting old, and his eyesight was not good anymore.  So, the queen thought that he would not know her.

That’s what she thought!  Just as soon as she came to the house of the man of God, he called out to her:  “Come in.  I know who you are.  You are the wife of Jeroboam.  You are Abijah’s mother.  You have come to ask me whether your boy will get well.  Why have you disguised yourself?”

How did the man of God know all this?  God told him!  Abijah’s father and mother, King Jeroboam and the queen, were silly to think that they could fool God.
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The man of God said, “I have something else to tell you that God told me.  Just as soon as you get back to your own city and step one foot inside the city, your little boy is going to die.  God wants to take him to Heaven.  Abijah loves God, and you and your husband do not.  God is not going to let you have him anymore.  You and your husband are to die someday, and when you do, nobody will be sorry.  The people will cry when Abijah dies, however.”

Abijah’s mother turned around to go home.  (You can take off your disguise.)  Her disguise did not help at all.  The man of God still knew her, and knew all about how sinful King Jeroboam had been.

Abijah’s mother got back to the city where they lived.  Just as soon as the city gate opened and she stepped one foot inside the city, the little boy died.  When that news was heard, all the people of the city and country cried.  They knew that he had tried to live the way that God wanted him to live, and they would miss him; they loved and liked him.

Everybody who trusts Jesus goes to Heaven when he dies.  So, Abijah went to Heaven.  That was good for Abijah because Heaven is the best place to be.

King Jeroboam and his wife died one day; but because they had disobeyed God, the people were not sorry to see them die.

We all need to remember that God sees us all the time.  And, that’s good!  He sees us, He loves us, and takes care of us!
