Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL=

Lesson 9

The Wilderness Wanderings

Objects to have:

A road map

A bulletin board or a flannel board.  Figures prepared to mount either on a bulletin board or a flannel board:

1.
A straight road that will reach from the bottom of the board to the top.

2.
Signs to place beside the road:

1)
An arrow pointing up

2)
An arrow pointing to the right


Pictures to depict smoking, dancing, drinking liquor, etc.

3)
An arrow pointing to the right


Money

4)
An arrow pointing to the left


Pictures depicting boys wearing long hair, girls wearing slacks, tapes or CD’s, someone talking

5)
An arrow pointing to the left


Buildings

6)
An arrow pointing up


A smiling face

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

What a wonderful book the Bible is!  God told men the words to write down.  All the writings of these men were put together and now we have the Bible.  The Bible tells what really happened to real people.  We can read the stories about these people and know how we are supposed to live our lives.

The Bible is just like a giant road map.  (Open your road map; point out the lines that stand for roads.  Show them a dot standing for one city, another dot standing for another city some distance away.  Point out to the children the line standing for the road that would take the traveler from that first city to the second.)  The map points out the way to go.

In His Word, the Bible, God points out to us that way that we should go in living our lives the right way.  Here is a chapter in the Bible that helps us to know how God’s people are supposed to live.  (Show the children Deuteronomy chapter 2.)  It is found in the book of Deuteronomy in the Old Testament part of the Bible.  I’m going to tell you about Deuteronomy chapter 2 today.  (Lay down your Bible.)

Telling the story:

There were thousands and thousands and millions of those people!  There were daddies and mothers and boys and girls.  They were all traveling together.  They had all lived in another country.  They were unhappy in that country that was called Egypt.  The king of Egypt made them slaves.  In Egypt they had to work hard - very hard - from morning until night.  In spite of their hard work, there was nothing that they could call their own.  They got tired and they got sick, but they still had to work.  If they did not keep up with the work, they were beaten with whips.  What a terrible time they had in Egypt!

All of these millions of people wanted to travel out of Egypt to a new country.  They did not know the way to go out of Egypt, but God would show them the way.  God chose a leader for them.  Their leader’s name was Moses.  God talked to Moses from time to time and told him the way to go.  God said to Moses, “Go across the Red Sea.”  Moses led the people to the edge of the Red Sea.  The water was too deep for the people to cross.  God made the waters go back.  He made them stand up like two walls—two walls of water.  The people went through the Red 
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Sea on dry ground.  After God’s people went through the Red Sea, then God made the waters go back into their place.  The Egyptian army had been following God’s people, and God drowned all these enemies in the Red Sea!

God told Moses, “Go from the Red Sea.  Go down this way.”  They went along just fine going this way and that, until the day came for them to go into the new country that God had given them.  When they got to the new country, they refused to go in!  They said that they were afraid.  God became angry with them.  He let them start wandering all around.  They had to wander from place to place until all of the men who had disobeyed God had died.

They were going around a great big mountain.  It was dusty and it was hot.  They had traveled for many, many days and were just going around this big mountain.

Then one day God said, “You have wandered around enough.  Get away from this mountain.  Go straight north.”  (Put at the bottom of the board sign #1.)  “Moses, take the people up this road.”  (Put the road on the board.)  “Go into the land which I am going to give you.”

What excitement there was throughout the camp of the Israelites!  Children were happily running back and forth, helping to gather their clothes and their toys and packing them into their suitcases and boxes.  They were going to travel again!  They were going to leave this hot, dusty place where they had been for so long.  They were going to travel on the road which God was showing them.  They would go into their new country!  The daddies and the mothers were very serious about the whole thing.  They wanted to be sure they had not forgotten anything.  They wanted to be sure that they had all of their animals together, that they had found all of their sheep and their oxen and their goats and their donkeys.

Finally, everybody was ready to go.  They were led by their leader Moses.  They started up the road on which God told them to travel.  As they traveled on the road, God gave them directions.  He said, “Do not go off the road.  Do not take a road to the right and do not take a road to the left.  You will see people who live in the cities through which you will be passing.  You will see people who live down other roads.  Do not stop to live among these people.  Do not want to look like them.  Do not want to dress like the people whom you see as you travel.  Do not want to do the things that those people do.  Just look and talk and go the way I want you to,” said God to His people.

(Put sign #2 by the side of the road.)  “You are going to see some people who will be smoking cigarettes or cigars or marijuana.  Don’t you do that!”  (Put #2 pictures to the right of the road.)  “You will be ruining the body which I gave you.  You will see some people dancing.  Don’t you do that.  Do not dance,” said God.  “Do not drink liquor.  Do not poison the good mind which I gave you.  Do not destroy the good body which I have given you.”

(Put sign #3 along the road, above sign #2.)  God said to His people, “As you travel through the land, be honest.  You will need food which you can get from those people.  Be sure you pay for the food you get from them.”  (Put money on the road.)  “Buy meat and milk.  Buy whatever you need.  Never get anything without paying for it.  Be sure you remember to give to Me what is Mine, also,” said God.

(Put sign #4 on the left of the road.)  God said to His people, “Look different from the people whom you meet as you travel along My road to the new land which I am giving you.”  (While saying the following, put pictures listed at #4 to the left of the road.)  “Fellows, it is a shame for you to have long hair.  Girls and ladies, you are not to wear clothes that are men’s clothes.  Trousers are for men to wear.  Ladies and girls, dress like ladies.  Ladies, gentlemen, boys, girls, be careful what you listen to.  As you travel along the road, you are going to hear some bad music playing.  Do not go where this bad music is.  Do not listen to rock music; do not listen to music that would make fun of Me.  You are going to hear some people swearing; they will be using My name wrong; they will be saying bad words.  Do not talk like them.  Stay on My road.  Look and listen and talk the way I want you to.”
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(Put sign #5 on the left of the road.)  “Girls and boys, when you get old enough to go to college, do not go to a school that is not a Christian school.”  (Put pictures listed at #5 to the left of the road.)  “Go to a Christian college.  Do not join clubs that are run by non-Christian people.  I am anxious that you always be in the right place.  Just belong to Me,” said God.  “Go to church and learn of Me.  Go to church for your fun.  Go to church for your friends.”

(Put sign #6 in the middle of the road.)  “Now,” said God, “you are going to meet people who are not living the way I want you to live.  Do not be unkind to these people.  Do not point at them and make fun of them.”  (Put the smiling face in the road.)  “Be kind and loving to them.  Tell them of Me, but do not live their way.  Travel the road which I have showed you, then go into the land which I have given you.”  

Children, God really gave good instructions to the Israelites as they traveled to the country which He gave them.  God has left good instructions for us, too.  We are not to do any of the things He told His people, the Israelites, not to do, for we are His people, too; that is, we are His people if we have asked Jesus to be our Saviour.  God gives us protection, happiness, and all the things that we need as we trust Him for these things.  We are not to look the way the Devil wants us to look.  We are not to act the way the Devil wants us to act.  We are not to talk the way the Devil wants us to talk.  We are not to have friends of those who would live the Devil’s way.  (Teach Deuteronomy 2:27.)
